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To the live] y Patternes 
of reall Chiiſtianiry his | 
honoured Parents. 


2» ave great cauſe 
is 1 os tofearethe liquor 
EX» 4 have expreſſed 
. from theſe unripe grapes 
* maydifreliſh in your expe- 
| rienced,and judicious Pa- 
lates:and that what {now 

A2 defagne 


__ Tas FrisrLE 


defigne az an bumble teſti- 
mony of my duty and obſer- 
vance, Imaymy ſelfeere , 
long condemn to the flames 
as a libell' and indignity 
to the relation { am ho- 
noured with from you. Yet 
having thus adventured 
the uſage of the World y 
(which certainly # grown 
tn all reſpetts more pee- | 
viſh,e@ 4ll-naturd of late | 
then formerly) 1knew not 
how to ſeruple my appro- 0 
ach toyour gates, whither h 


of 


| DepicaToRY. | 
(Gf toany place) proſcri-- 
bed Candor and Humanity 
; has retired. Were | to 
limne out the exat pour- 
traitture of that charity, 
Chriftian prudence, and 
moderation ( to which 7 
chiefely.purpos'd to do ho- 
mage 1m theſe ſheetes) 1 
ſhouldplacenoother eAr- 
chetype before my eyes but 
| your ſelves. But 1 ſhall 
? pray for an Apelles for 
 rhatpiece:in themeae time 
f may it pleaſe you to illuſt- 
= nw 


Tae EersrT. Dep: 
rate theſe obſeure ſhad- 
dowes with your prati- 
ous radiation, and accep- , 
tance. Er | 


Your 


SUSSISSSSUSSES: 
 Tothe indifferent Reader. 


Hold it very un« 
Ky "1 neceſſary tomake 
Pn apology for 
=*—)coming forch in 
print: if the book do not thar 
for the Author, 'tis paſt the 
power of his Epiſtle. Nei- 
ther have I altogether ſo 
much charity beyond dif. 
cretion as to believe the ut» 
molt of all excuſes vvriters 
make for them ſelves, and 
thinke I have ſome caule to 
ſuſpect, that what ſome ſay 
rTheir widdow*s mite is not to 
be contemned, That a defire to 
Aa4 ace 


W." 4 
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that is andthelikeJmay have 
more of form in them then 
of trueth divers times; & that 
if theſe modeſt mejoſtes 


thoughts, they would ſalute 
the Readers eare ia another 
ſtyle, - I ſhall not therefore 
provoke my Reader to paſſe 
the ſame ſentence on me, 


ſhall freely acknowledge 
that 


vvere converted into the 
plain ſenſe of their ſecret 


whichlT have on others, but 


To the Reader. | 
that a Cacoethes ſcribend; had 


ſome mixture with my more 


juſtifiable inducements to 
this. work, which if thou 
deſireſt furthar to be ſatisfied 
in,cake this account. Having 
often in the diverſion of my 
ſtudies ( For 1 muſt tellthee 
chey are much of another 
nature) occaſionally glanced 
upon ſome ſuch conſiderati- 
ons, & a long time as lightly 
paſſed from them, I began at 
length ro queſtion whether 
I were not injurious to my 
Genius,or rather a ſuperiour 
benevolence to bury ſuch. 
thoughts 1n their concepti- 
A 4 on? 


To the Reader. 
on ? Muling a while here- 
on, I fougd at lengih that 
what was (o ealily repreſen- 
red was not as eaſily recal- 
led, and that Ihad cauſeto 
ſuſpect that poſſibly whilſt 
I laboured with more in-' 
tention to gather grapes of 
chornes, I might looſe figges 
ready to drop into my 
mouth , Hereupon I uſed 
more providence for the 
future, and as I had ſuch a 
chought ſugg:ſted, I preſent- 
ly committed itco paper, At 
tength upon a review [ con* 
ceited them ſuch (for-I will 
not conceale this weakneſle 
from thee) as might perhaps 


nor 


moron eee 


«A 


To the Reader. *© 
not without ſome profir be 
ſent to the Preſle, -and (ol 
oave them my Inprimantur. 
Thus Readerchou hadft my 
delignes, and my motives 
thereunto in their true co- 
lours. I confeſle I had ras 


ther he accounted a foole, 


than an hypocrite, and yet 
rather be accounted a hypo- 
crite, than be one. Thar I 
{ubjoyn'd a caution now 
and then, was becauſe [ fea- 
reddivers in this age to re- 
ſemble the Thornes David 
mentioned at his laſt, that 
cannot be taken with © bare 7 
hands but the man that touchs 
eth them muſt be fenced with 


tron 


_ * Tothe Reader. 


iron Wer and if | the courte-. 


ous Reader think the  like- 


wancing in orher places, I 


defire his charity to--believe 


them underſtood. And now 


if I can perceive that. theſe 


few - notions - procure- any 
Chriſtian- the leaſt advan- 
_ eage,av I pray God they may, 

TI ſhall not be quite diſani-: 


mared either by the harſh 


cenſure from others, which. 
Iexpec, or the condemna«. 


tory ſentence of raſhneſle 8& 
precoci:y,which I am more 
ſure of from my.ſelfe ; but 
{ſhallthink ir a buſineſſe nor 
wholly to be repeted of, that 
another has begn benefited 
though 


 Tothe Reader. 
though by my indiſcretion. 

Laſtly, if this hope faile me_ 

| (yet 1 hope not) I have one 

} more in reſerve, and that is 

' to be edifyed: my ſelfe by 
hearing and ſeeing my 
Book Jaughrtat ; which char 
thou may'ſt the more. free- 
ly docif thou thinkeft it de- 

i fervesit') 1ſhall not tell chec 

|  myname, buram 


Thy Servant. 


| 


A premunition for the 
Reader, 


| F7* reported that the barvef Py- 


thagoras reaped of bi long ſindy 
w4 Nil admirari, «freedome frons 
wonder, 1 dare wot boaſt of _ 
ereſſe of mine, yet according.towhat [ 


 beve made, | find the contrary wone 
ders increaſe. The more 1 ke taws © 
_ #19 ſelf, the more looke abroad, 1 dif- 


cover the more thinges that provoke 
my admiration, and the [ame things 
when not ſirange to me, yet upon fur- 
ther in ſight ceaſe not 18 be waderfull. 


and therefore Reader 1 deſire theenor 


10 wonder,if, when thou thinkeſt not 


_ the diſcoveries new,theexordium of 
| ſome of my Obſervations be, It ſeems 
ſtrange 10 megor I wonder. 


-— © "ST. 
T He miſtakes of the Prefles (for more than ene 
was made ule of for expedition ſake ) which 
ſeem moſt likely ro endanger the ſenſe are here 
correQgd, As 'f ſmaller 9nzs,it was thought fit 
. rather to leave them to the Readers candor, than 
diſcourage him with a whole page of Errata's. 
In the Efſayes. 
Pag. 17. lin. 5.for all r, at Pp: 18. [, 1, for therr re 
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Advert: for the eyes rabeir eyes pag- 3«1,13- for 
uot they r., no man, ; 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


LR 


| GComefewofthe/, anities and 
| Abſurdityes mn V Priters 
; and Readers. 


51 Have often wont 47, - 
dered what in the ;;q x. © 
world ſhould per- ©” 
Ag When ivade lo many to 
SS=S== write Bookes:if you 
ſay their eycs are not open to diſ- 
cerne their owne weaknefles and 
the ill ſucceſle of others, I won- 
der the more how they can ſee 
to write in the darke. Some pre- 
' . ſentus with daintyes at anothers 
Is es __ 


"0 
coſt: and thinke they ſhall 7ake 
much by converting the ociginall 
ſenſe into their owne worſe 
words. Some think borrowed 
 colleQions of theTerre filiw's and 
Prevaricators wit Worth prin- 
ting: and yet, after percolation 
. through their braines, the Freſh. 
Man himſelte ſcarce thinks them 
worthy his former Humme and 
ſtampe. Some have wit of their 
owne at will, but can they think 
they have therefore the readers 
. patience and his peny ſo roo, or 

_ .. that the trifles they adore muſt 
exact worſhip from all men elſe 2 
Some writeto pleaſe fools,and ler 
wiſer heades paſſe what ſentence 
they will on their works;they ap- 
pleud themſelves at home and 
are acquitted by their Peeres;and 
T would that ſome who thinke 
better of what they doe could at- 
teft it unto our experience. Some 
| 2 | thinke 


þ 


y we. a 


(3) 


thinke ro make amends for what 
they have erred before by a ſe- 
cond edition, or The other Part 
of the ſame: bur can they hope 
when they have frayed the Bird 
far away by the firſt ſtone, they. 
ſhall hir ir with the third or the 
fourth? Some out of modeſty 
conceale their names, and yer 
they leave markes enough in their 
Bookes to be deſcryed:or if they 
doe nor, they hope the difficulc 
diſcovery may advance their re- 
putation . Some fancie they ſhall 
have much credit for a Grecke 
word here and there interpoſed, 
but who knoweth how often they 
conſult the Book to accent right? 
Some pitty the Readers igno- 
rance, and I would they did not 
more betray their owne? How 
{ollicitous are many of the rea- 
ders profit, and when they come 
toa ſpeciall ſentence they Digir 
| B3 it 


(4) 

it ſtreight, and that muſt make a- 
mends for the ::diwm ofthe for- 
mer page: whereas, in a booke 
that deſerves printing , there is 
ſcarce a Categorematicall word,but 
as well deſerves a marke. Some 
are at their journeyes end ſoone, 
and when they lye at the loweſt 
ſaire of invention, they thinke it 
impoſlibleto aſcend higher. Some 
write, out of ſerious defignes,and 
yet I wiſhthey did not adminiſter 
occafion to others of an other 
temper. Some tell us a ſad ſto- 
ry;how much the Ape is injured 
by the/oſſe of ſome of their wotks: 
and yet how little do they help 
us to believe it by what they have 
ſaved? Some fancy they inrich 
the Ape with choice ſecrezs: and 
yet ſec as farre into a Milſtone, as 
into their own hear7s.Some thinke 
theycan never, benefit us enough: 
but, mecthinks, ſince S* Jobro 
} wrote 
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wrote ſo ſhort a hiſtory of what he 
might have filled the world with 
books,thcy might contra them- 
ſelves to a lefſer bulke. Some 
Jabour after moderation betwene 
parties: and yet I wonder they 


then put ſo much viniger in their +. 


inke » Or can others thinke.to re- 
forme the vices of the Age by 
laughing as them only, and ſo 
commirting a greater themſelves? 
However there are ſame that cn- 
deavour to doe that little good 
they can,and when that is joyncd 
with humility and diſcretion, I 
hugcly acceptit:& a few there are 
able to do much, and 04 that rhe 
world would ſuffer them! 

The Reader alſo has his vani. 
ties,too many to be noted in this 
haſt, Some ſterile braines envy 
others men diſcoverics, & if they 
meete with a thought publiſhed 
which they Lock'd up as the jewel 


B 3 of 
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9 
of their owne invention, they pres 


ſently in a lamentable tone cry 
out, They are robd,they are robd! 


_ & yetthey weare ſo hard a pave- 


ment on their brains, that, tis not 
eaſy to think how any thing could 
be pick'd thenec, Some like Alex» 
anter in his youth, areill at caſe 
that ſo much isaRed before they 
come on the ſtage, and feare there 
will be no partleft for them, and 


yet,it would puzzle a Diviner too. 
chooſe out azy one for which they 


are fir. Some fall into Iuliw Ce- 


ſars paſſion, that anothey Man ri- 


ſeth to high fame at their yeares: 


 burdothey thinke the Ballcourts, 
the Tavernes,or worſe places the 
ready way to doe wonders in 


print? Some let writing books a- 
lone, and read to benefit them- 
ſelves: but do they hope to be 
nouriſhed with the bare fight or 
taſt of their meat ? .Some are ſo 
taker 


—_—_ 
” 
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(3) 


taken with an Authour chat they 
looſe themſelves, and are ready 
at every Cloſe to exclaime 0% Gavn,; 
He muſt be more then man that 
thus ſpeaketh, and yer the perſon 
it may be has Wormes (good 
ſtore) in his brains,and my thinks 
it ſhould diſcourage their idola- 
try, that thoſe who ſee ſo over- 
much in others are reputed to 
have very little in themſelves. 
Some plaine hearts light on a pro- 
fitable treatiſe, like it well, and 
could be edified by ir, but thar it 
is not nam'd a Sermon: Orit may 
be they ſay; tis pitty there were 
not more Scripturein it, when tis 
but roo oft there to be quored. 
Some have their eyes turn'd ye]- 
low at the fight of thingcs, fo 
much above their heavy heads: 
and yet their tongues arc nimble 
enough, to ſay; ſuch prepnanr 
parts are often void of grace. 
b 0. [ aftiy 
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Laftly ſome few read books with- 


out uncharitable refletions on” 


the Authour , and are gladro 
be profited though they knownot 


by whom : God increaſe their. 


number. -2 
Caution, 


TY ingeniza Reader i defir d to 
n diſtinguiſh between eAnthors, 
and believe, mean no diſparagement 
70 ſach as are above my reach, Im- 
poſſible be it for any 10 think, Iwould 
(eem tobe without vanityes my ſelfes 
1 ſe a world within me, and ſhould be 
glad any would diſcover more; and 1 
aſſure him amoneſt other writers, 
and readers, 1 have not ſpared my 
ſelfe, Nay 1 ſhall confeſſe to thee that 
I have been ſo farre gone in one, that 
Iihave been forced to my prayers;that 
1 might count allthings dung and 
aroſſe in compariſon of Chriſt and his 
Seriprares, 


Ul 


(9) 

Seriptares. And I petition my more 
Serious Reader he will not think] 
induldze a light ſatyricall veing, in 
that tha ſubjeft hath carryed mee ſo 
far in theſe unfludied thoughts, [ 
ſhall indeavonr to make him amends 
#n what followeth, 


Concerning forcible 
Impreſsons, 


| AS there is a ſupernaturall illu- 
mination whereby a child of 
God perceives the things which 
others ſee, but perceive not: and a 
ſpirituall opening of the heart 
cordially to imbrace.the things, 
which float onely jn the ſurface 
of other mens brains, or bur un- 
dulate their affeQions art beſt: {o 
alſo are there different impreſſi- 
ons of an inferiour nature, which 
the ſame truerh maketh on diverſe 
ſubjects, yea and many times -x 
| | rhe 


Obſvr. 2; 


(10) 
the ſame ſubje&, at diverſe ſea- 
ſons. There may be ſuch a conſpi- 


racy of circumſtances ({ome times 


diſcernible ſometimes not)ſo dif- 
poſing a man,that at one time ſuch 


an obſervation,or ſuch a diſcourſe / 
may beasgratefull rohimas the 


coole warers of the well of Beth- 
lehem were to David: which at 
anothertime the ſame mancan 
reliſh no more, then Fob did the 
white of an ezge. The words of 
the wile(l know Solomon ſaith} are 
like goads and wailes faftened by the 
maſters of the Aſſemblies ; and yet 
theſe pierce deeper when they 
meete with-an obje@ ſoſoftened 
for impreſſion: & *cis not the leaſt 
part of their wiſdome to make a 
oc0d pueſſe thereat. I am confi- 
denrthe Maſters of our Aſſenms- 
b!:es might finde it profitable e- 
:3:igh mor: to ſtudy this Art : 8: 
yet 1 am not ignorant rhat Soſo- 
m0ns 


— 
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wons charafter concerning a word 
ſpoken in ſeaſon is often in their 
mouthes, though ſometimes they 
therewith uſher im a diſcourſe, 
which hath little imaginable in ir 
to make it ſeeme z» ſeaſon, but that 
good things are never ot. I have 
often thought I have heard a Ser- 
mon,in bat one Text opportunely 
applyed:and have had my head 
not once more inſtructed, and my 
affections more moved by one 
ſbort ſentence, or acleſe reproofe; 
than I can many times perceive 
by a whole DotFrine, Reaſons and 
#ſe, IT doubt not but men mweane 
well, and I know God chooſeth the 
fooliſh things of the world 1o con- 
found the wiſe: yer this hindereth 
me nor, bur that I ſhould wiſh 
them the beſt inſtructed that may 
be, who thinke themſelves fitt to 
teach;and Itremble (as much as 


any I hopeJto have the weakeſt of 


Gods 


Obſ.3. 


(12) 
Gods meſlingers lightly regar- 


_ Of Naturall weakneſſes. 


t is a ſtrange thing to obſerve 

what force and pertinacity there 
is in ſome naturall weaknefſer and 
a ſtranger yet that ſo many men 
ſo little heed it, but preſume ſo 
largly on themſelves. To ſpeake 
my owne experience, I have of- 
ten taken notice of a particular 
infirmity in my ſelfe (which is 
not neceſſary for the rcader to be 
named ) have condemned it as a 
folly worth laughing at in others, 
and unworthy the eſteeme my 
friends | charity have conferred 
on my ſelfe, which I haue often 
ſufkcred by, which I have reprovd 
in the very ating, and hated af- 
terwards: and: yet againe and 4- 


 gaine fall into, jr (notwithſtand- 


* 1g, 


(13) 
ing all my diſcourſes, reaſonitgs, 
relolvings'i, and experimentall 
ſmarc for it) as if there were 
witch- craft in that proverbe. 
Naturam expellizs furca, licet uſ> 
que recarres, My ſoule! this caſe 


is beſide reſigion s yet doubr if 


thou look narrowly into thy felfe, 
thou mighteſt find it many paral- 
lels of that concernment, Let this 
admoniſhthee thar it is not in m4z 
that walketh to direct hu way, but in 
him, from whom are the very prepe- 
rations of the beart. 


Concerning the ſympathy 
, of Soules. 


f is a ſtrange hermony be« 
tween ſome ſoules: & though 
all true Chriſtians are ty'd to- 
octher by a myſticall union, yet 
(omeofrheſe do moreſymparhize 
betweene themſelves then do 0- 


thers - 


Obſ.4. 


(14) 
thers. Thave more then once met 
with an authour, that hath ſo hap. 
pily expreſſed his owne thoughts 
(and in ſome part mine roo) in 
points of charity, or humility, or 
holy jealouſy over a mans owne 
ſpirit, that, me thought, he utter= 
ed his ſoule rome, and unbowel- 
led the very heart of an experien« 
ced awefull chriſtian. I have ſeem 
ed exaatly to know the man, 
though 1 never {aw his face: and 
have beene ready to leave my ho- 
dy behind to ſearch him our, to 
have purer communication with 
his ſpirit, andto mingle cogether 
our {onles, . 
My owne heart is ſo deceitfull, 
that I dare not be overbold in 
making too confident conclu- 
ſions upon my ſclte : much lefſe 
dare I hold it (any whit ) im- 
poſiible I might frame a wrong 
Faca of another. YetI have = 
wit 


_ 085) | 
with ſome men that have ſo fully 
and experimentally expreſſed to 
me the power of Gedyndf in them 
thar I have beene ready to ſay as 
inſpired Paw! did of his fruits of 
the Lord: that I knew their ele- 
Rion; and conclude without any 
reſerve of heſitation, that this is 
the true grace of God wherein they 
ſtand. 

Verily I perſwade my ſelfe I 
lie open to no danger (of that na- 
ture ) more then of being led in- 
to fan errour, or inconvenience by 
the authotity of a perſon that hach 
{o gained ſuch an intereſt in me, 
And therefore becauſe God only 
is wiſe, and deceives not, nor can be 
deceived,bat every men a ther, 1 ſhall 
ever make the Italian Proverbe 
my prayer; 

CA chi mi fido mi guarda Nio 
Farre more open to danger do 
they lye, who beleive ſuch can- 
| not 


(16) 
not erre whoſe perſons (it may be * 
for ſome advavtage ) they have | 
in admiration: and therefore cre- 

dic the Goſpe/l, becauſe in their 
mouthes- Bur queſtionleſle, if the | 
wiſe virgins had no oylero ſpare | 
for others lamps, in the next 
world, they muſt fit in utter 
darkneſſe , who in this borrow 
all rheir light from fooles. 


Concerning ill will un- 


deſerved. 


Was not Jeremies hard condis- 
Obſerua 5 tion only, no nor that mo- 
derne German Divines , tomake 
that bitrer expoſtularion; IVoe & 
wee my mother that thog haſt borne 
mee a man of ſlrife, and « man of con. \F 
tention io the wholeearth | [ have |þ 

neither lent on uſury , neither have 

men lent on uſury to me, and yet e- 
very one of them doth cnrſe me, There 
| are 


© G7) 


are thoſe in every age that might 
claime a ſhare in thatcomplainr, 
but how many in this? Diverſe 
with that Prophet are far from 
deſiring'or rejoicing all the evill day 
_ {God he knowethit) and yetevery 
man thinks they bode and meane 
them ill. Many compare them to 
Iſhmael, whoſe hand was againſt.eve- 
7y man, andthey receive Iſhmacls 
portion from others, Every mans 
hand and tongue is againf them: 
And though they are for peace 
(none more) yet when they ſpeake 
thereof to others (who agree well 
enough among themſelves) they 
make themſelves ready for conten- 
tion: ſo thar to the outward eye 
the fault ſcemeth next thoſe from 
whom it is fartheſt. That coura- 
gious Apoſtle was ſomewhat diſl- 
hearrned, '(or greived at leaſt) 
that the more be loved his Corin- 
thians zhe leſſe be was beloved: and 
C chat 


(13) 
that (jn their accempt) be wa be- 
come their enemie for taſking them 
the truth. An i 
hateth no imputation more, than 
thar of being a Timer (and good 
reaſon too.there is none but a De- 
vill further from a Chriſtian : ) 
what an affliction and wound 
muſt it aeeds be to the very heart 
of meeke Chriſtians, to lie unde- 
{ervedly under this cenſure, to 
have their good meanings ill in- 


terpreted, and their very indea- 


vours to Eexplaine themſelves, 
miſconftived or not believed ? 
How many ate counted buſy 
pragmaitcks in the world, that 
meddle with ng mans affairs, buc 
when they thinke conſcience and 
charity oblicgech them, and then 
aut kcarchully ton 5. Howbcix if 2 
linall indifcretion or miſtake be 
commined, (from the which the 


highc Seinrs ae nor wholly pri- 
—Y viledged) 


. 4 


ngenuous ſaule - 


 - 
viledged} ab inte what foute 
names are" they aggravated! and 
one erraur committed muſt 
ſtoppe their mouths for the fu- 
ture , although fran ſpeaking 
truth, and now ſuch attempts lie 
under double prejudice. 

However, the cafe is: not yet 
at the ſaddeſt; if this meaſure be 
meaſured. to them from fueh as 
are friends to none whoarc ene» 
mies ta their finnes: butifthofe 
chat feeme better Chriftians ex- 
preſſe formewhat of this nature to- 
wards them, if to them their 
breath be: offenfive, and ſuch as 
ſhould ap glrtaryge ron -1 
way, or  «laofe off them, a 
though they inireate mem with the 
was ds of aguilcleſſe wonth; oh in- 
to what bitter complaints like 
thalewee read of Fob and Hemas, 
mult they acceflacily breake out? 
& yet am confidence God outof 
Ca gracious 


Ob/e 


(20) 


gracious deſigne ſuffers many of 


his deare children ro be exerciſed 


by this tempration; under which 
certainly they would fink, did 
not God 'upport them by a ſtrong 


Vncharitable Miſtakes. 


6. 
g "Here is one miſtake rife a- 


.* mongſt Chriſtians, : the Mo- 
ther of many inconveniences,and 
much unchatitablenefle, and that 
is, Mens paſſing a judgment upon 
others according to what they 


haveexperimented if chemſclves, 


or at leaſt believe ſo.: How ma- 
ny buſy braines,. as\ifthey weae 


poyrogt, take upon: them to 


read rhe: ſecrets of others hearts, 
and franie'unto themſelves ſuch 
and ſuch 1dee's of other. mens 
tempers;Spi: its, deſigns, and com- 
monly take the coppy from them- 

5 £6 {clves 
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(21) 
ſelves (though they perceive it 
nor, ) and thenevery thin colour 
ſerverh them for a demonſtration? 
What raſhneſle is it in ſome men 
to require of others an exaR ac- 
compr ofthe time and other cir- 
cumſtances of their converſion, a 
legible hiſtory of the conflicts and 
agonies oftheir ſoules, and (what 
is hardeſt of all) a poſitive deter- 


'mination how the cale ſtands 


with th& now in particulars, 6 all 
this to be done, accorving to rhe 
ſtandard of what they have felc or 
fancied in themſelves? Whercas 
many a tiue 1/r4e).4e may wan.ler 
our his whole life inthe wilder. 
neſſe, and a Moſes hinifeite nor 
have a full fi ght of Canaen till his 
laſt mituire. Bu alafſe; how groſely 
doe ſuch men forget what they to 
often read that the bear; onlyknowes 
its owne beavineſſe, and a ſtranger 


cannot wolf partake of by joy, $241 
C 3 et 
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tbe ſpires, dike the winde, bloweth 


when,avd where, and how 1t liſterb, 
that grace 6 compared by Truth it 
felfe to feds and plants which ſpring 
and zrow « man ſeeih not, knowth not 
how : There are fome Chriſtians 
that have run through ſuchamaze 
in their lives, thar they cannor 
track cheir owne Reps: Some have 
their evidences fo blurred, and 
incerlined, that their owne eyes 
will not ſerve many times to read 
them. Too many,like Hagar, ſce 
not the wels of conſolation before 
them, and ſome meete with ſuch 
riddles in their ſouls, or ſuch mi- 
ſteryes in the method of Gods 
dealing with them; thatthe next 
world only can reſoive and inter- 
pret.them. And'*twould be a hard 
{ſentence toconcludeall ſuch un - 
ſanRified perſons, that cannor aſ- 
ſure themſelves(much leſs others) 
that they are not ſuch. '_ 
This 


(23) 

This error'is then moſt/dange- 
rous when it ſwayeth the pulpit, 
and is oftner there I feare then 
taken notice of, "Tis the dury of 
ſuch as ſpeake from that place (I 
doubt not)to exhort us to examine 
and try our ſehves whether wee be in 
rhe faith,to vive all diligence to make 
our calling and elettion ſure, Ir is 
their duty too, to take care rhey 
grieve ot 4 meake brother for whom 
Chriſt Dyed,or drive a ſtray ſheepe 
further from the fold. There are 
criterions (I queſtion not) which 
diſcritninare berweene the ſheep, 
& the Goates, yer it is not impoſ- 
ſible for any bur the chiete ſhep- 
heard to faile ſometimes inthe 
application. 


B 4 
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The V aine Mans ſelf-miracle 


"Here arc ſome men whoſe 
braines are filled with a very 
little, and yet think all mens elſe 
with much lefſe. How difficultly 
are they perſwaded to believe, 
that thoſe who know more know 
ſo much as themſclves,and if they 
are overcome by ſome conviction 
irceſiſtible, yer will they create 


 ſfomechoice 'fantaſticall circum- 


ſtances or other, whereby their 
knowledge of the ſame things 
muſt out-yalue other mens, If 
by chance they light upon a good 
thought or obſervation (which 
though new to them, is yet com- 
mon and familiar to wiſcr heads) 
ſrair wayes with Pythagoras they 
cry wen wen, and can hardly 
forbeare Sacrificing Hecatombs 
totheir good ſtarres. T hey thinke 

=; they 


(25) 
they are borne to oblige the 
whole world by their great parts: 
and they account it the lighteſt 
ſin to be parſimonious of chem, 
The deepe commileration they 
have of the miſtakes, and follyes,_ 
and ignorances of the age makes 


them alwaies eager to fly up to 


the Theater, and if ſome ſmall 
occaſion be preſented more juſti- 
fiable then uſuall , they are like 
Elihs in lob; Behold they are full 
of matter and their ſpirit withinthems 
conſlraines them. Their Belly & as 
wine which bas nowven:, and if they 


ſhould now hold their peace,they ſhould 


barſt' like new bottels, and yet by 
the leave of their rare gifts, many 
ofthole, they ſo take upon them 
to inſtruct, may reply as /0b did to 
his other freinds; Sore [ as ye take 
your ſelves} yee are the men, and 
wiſdome muſt dye with you, But we 
have underſtanding a4 well as you, we 

are 
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are n6t inferionr 10 yos: yea who know 
yot ſuch rhines as theſe? How 


forcible ave are right words:but what 
dorh your arening reprove ? But 
ſhould anAngel tell them this ſto- 
ry, they would ſcarce be drawne 
to credit him bur thinke ſtill their 
meaneſt thoughts deſerve Golden 
Characters, thowgh their fancy 
. atthe higheſt ſcarce exceeds the 
tra of obvious diſcourſe. God 
forbid this humour ſhould carry 
any manup intothe Pulpit. To-* 
wards that Sacred. function 
(which above all other I honour 
and reverence, and for which I 
wiſh my ſelfe once competently 
ſufficient) I cannot thinke I can 
uſc candor enough. Far be from 
me anuncharicable ſuſpition to- 
wards Perſons engaged in that 
_ employment, which is ſo deeply 
intereſſed in humility and ſelte 
denyall, which has —_y 
, + S/ © 
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ſo little encouragement in -the 
world, and is like to have leſle. 
I darenot, like Miriam,ſpeek, nay 
nor think againſt a Server: of the 
Lord,bee buta Doore Keeper, as 
well as a Moſe,sor an <taron. 
rience tels me the ſtrongeſt brains 
have not alwaics done Godand 
his Church the beſt ſervice: and 
this I ſhall thinke a warrant for 
ſome of lefie abilities, Yea, ifthe 
caſe neede, I ſhall ſtrive to ſfup- 
pole many other pious incite« 
ments in thofe,in whom I cannot 
diſcoyer, nor ſcarce imagine 
them. Yet 1 cannot deny, but 
fome (and the more is the pitty, if 
many) mingle ſuch raſh confi- 
dence with their unexperienc'd 
ignorance inthat dreadfull place, 
that it would puzzle a charity, 
which is not blind 8& deafe too,to 
excuſe them from this vanity, or 
frame a better apology for them. 

| Caniion 


(28) 
Caution, 


" Eaſt 4 Reader may think the for- 

— mer part of the proceeding Eſſay 
ey owne Charedter (which if he does, 
God forgive bim. 1 do) Le: him know, 
that I publiſh not theſe Ob[erwations 
for ſuch a4 bave taken notice of thim 
already,and farre better then myſelle, 
(which 1 belerve are multitudes) but 
for thoſe that as yet have not, withall 
I fhowld be glad that thoſe-whom T 
cannot ſuppoſe ignorant of them , 
would in abcir prattiſe more demon« 
ftrateit, For my owne part, 1 have 
been in the two exireames (of which 
Quintilian knew not whether moſt to 
blame)one while not any thine 1 did, 
but liked me highly(yet owning what 
ever 1 bad for Goas free Guift ) and 
afterward not any thing 1 did but was 
quite as farre from 7t yet then too,not 
calling God ilitberell, And if at the 


_ preſent 


— 


(19) 
preſent 1 am not in the mean; yet 7 


 bope 1 am coming neere it, | fbafl 


tell thee further(if thou wilt believe 
1 doe it without eny indiret? deflignt) 
that trere « nothirg for which Thave 
wraftled with God more(and that with 
prayers and tear) then for lowly and 
charitable ſpirit: and 1 have agood 
hope that for the interceſſion of bts 
Son, He has not ſhut out ney prayer.” 


Difference of Parts. 


T Have often obſerved (bur ſel- 

dome without wonder) tne: di- 
yerlity of mens parts:though ſam 
not thereby induced with. a 
French Authour to: conclude the 
difference grcater. berween ome 
menand orhe1s, then berweene 
ſome : men and Bruits. Ir. has 
beene ' oft; obſerved how rhat 


{ome men inthe diverſion of their 
ſtudics 


(39) 
Qudics have affeted with eafe, 
— What wauld have been toagreata 

eask far an Age of fome plodding 
Padents (erious thoughts. But 
this puzzleth me moſt. That a- 
mong young men I perceive thoſe 
allotted beſt parts, wheeitherleaſt 
value them, or leaſt mind their re- 
al improvernear. That a merry 
boon Blade (thar paſtonately af- 
feats the Tavern, or companions, 
or his dog, or horſe, or foamething 
Worſe, and that fo much beyond 

the cloyſters and Books which he 
accounts himſcelfe fo unluckily al- 
lyed to} thall yet pafſe with gene- 
rall efteeme, and come off (in any 
buſineſs) with applanſe;whilſt the 
_ cloſe ſtudent lies negleed in his 
cell,or comesab & is {miled 
at; men wondring what infeQi- 
en he has gore from his cobwebs, 
and duſt, and he himſclte too of - 
ten bewailing his deare penny- 

| . warthes, 
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worthes, and ſometimes in the 
Poets phraſe interrogating him- 
ſelfe, whether it deſerve ſo much 
paines,and watching only. 

Pallere & 1080 Uinum neſrive De- 
cembri? "Tis ſaid(for a miracl9)ot 
the gatherers of Manns, That be 
that had gathered much had nothing 


over,and he that had gathered little 


had no lack: but it ſeemes an «bſur- 
dity here that the induſtrious ga-« 
therer ſhould want, and the True 
ant have to ſpare. I am not ſo 
nigh Atheiſt as to allow For- 
tune a hand inthis uneven diftri- 
bution , but therein diſcerne a 
finger of providence which rules 
all. It may be God will have the 
edge of ambition taken off firſt, 
and that requireth yeares. It may 
be He will have a man ataloffe to 
himſeclfe in his parts, that ſohe 
may the more readily acknow- 
ledge all he has Gods gift, and 
conſequently 
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conſequently with leſſe temprati.' 


onto pride, or ſelfe ſeeking ime | 


ployall in Gods ſervice, Many o- 
ther gracious intentions God may 
have towards theſe backwardper- 


ſons , whereas on the contrary 


the former perſon parts . periſh 
commonly in the u/ing, yea and 
maty times too before that. *lts 
no common thing to ſce the ſame 
party in reputation: both in his 
youth,and in his full age: and be- 
caufe they come to fame to ſoon, 
they keepe not in it longs The 
laviſh praiſes: men beſtow . upon 
their F«venile attainments makes 
them thinke they are come to 


_ their Nz/#/ira then, and therefore 


(labouring onely for themſelves, 
and thinking vaine breath reward 
enough) for want of going for- 
ward, they go:back. Thus what 
at,the Horizow promis'd a glori- 
ous noone-day: Sunne ſuddenly 
mw o vaniſheth 


_ 
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yaniſheth into a ſnuffe, Tſhould 
propheſie that induſtrious ſoule, 
who with C1quines a long time 
beareth the Nick-name of Bos 
Mute the dumbe Oxe, molt like- 
ly atlength (as great Albertws ſaid 
of him) to fill the whole world 
with his /owings, 


The (ommon-wealth 
meereV//its. 


T here.is a commonwealth of 

men,in their owne eyes, the 
moſt of all other refined from the 
vulgar, and their intereſt of grea- 
ter concernment then all elſer and 


yet of all others,if wanting would 


be leaſt miſſed. They arenot on» 
ly like e&ſops Flies, in that buz= 
Zing about the wheels of all af- 
faires they fancy to themſelves 
what a duſt they raiſe:but like his 

| D _ Beeil 
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| Bretle too; Which made Tapiter let 


fall the Eagles egges out of his 
lappe. They boaſt between them- 
ſelves great {ecurity,and cry with 
Nero ; yais while mh , yea 
while they livezthey feare nought: 
and yet their Baſis reſts on things 
more uncertaine and fleeting than 
the aire and that is but Chimeara's 
and fancies. To be ſeriow with 
them a little, I feare none are 
more hardly perſwaded to be 
Chriſtians: For pride, vaine glo- 
ry,and contempt of others {thoſe 
ſtiffe Oppoſites to humbling 
grace ) though I dare not affirme 
them tri Proprietics to that ſo- 
cicty, yetT wiſh they did not ap- 

are Accidents allmoſt inlepera- 
ble. Beſides, how farre is he from 
cure that hath not one eye open 
to ſee his diſeaſe, and will as ſoon 
almoſt deny his Creed as believe 
thoſe that can diſcerne __ 

ive 
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Givethem a ſ{crious exhortation 
or reproofe, they returne you 
backe againe, ina ſcoffe, the ſa- 
latation of Grave and Wiſe, And 
if youlabour to anſwer them ac- 
cording to their fooliſhneſſe, you 
muſt expe but worſe /angeaze Tis. 
the firſt 794/ment of that profcfiie 
on, Never is ackwowledg a fault: 
and they would have it their Pri- 
viledge, that none ſhould dare zeil 
them of 4»y. Howbeir if any man 
be ſe bold, it would be a ſinime 
pardenablc by the Company, to 
let him ſcape unpuniſh'd; nay, I 
warrant you, if words could 
wound, the man ſhould blced to 
death , Being ſuch «ntraGable 
ſubjects I leave them to God who 
is beſt able to deale with them* 


Dz of 


Of Vanity in Society 
and Diſcourſe, 


Have wondered much at ſome 


. 0bſ: 10, | ro choiſe of their company 


(and the ſame Chriſtians, and as 
they think, good ones too.) How 
many of themare «xequally yoaked 
rogetber (19 reſpeR of elected ſo- 
ciety) with (I ſay not Infidells, 
yet} unbelievers inatrue ſenſe 2 
To omir the aflembly of ſcoffer5,to 
who with Devid I would not have 
my ſonle joyned, I cannot chooſe 
my companions and friends,asdo 
ſome (who yerthinke not them- 
ſelves of that Tribe: ) nor can I 
thinke any man unworthy my 
acquaintance, becauſe hee war's 


w:t ; nay rather I fteare ſomethar 


« have it,8& that not out of any inca- 


pacity of being plesſed with their 


ſociery,bur out of an Experzence of 


not being profited. I value much 


acuteneſle 


LON 
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acuteneſſe in diſcourſe, | but I 
would not have my meat ſeaſo- 
ned with poy/oncd /alt: and when 
things are admirable for the /ub- 
ſflance, I cannot deride them for 
their «eſſe. Neither can I diſcerne 
any thing I dare laugh at in ſuch 
a ſaying asthis. ; One grazne of 
grace s more worth then a pound 
of wit, | 

I know,ſome men feare it would 
bee a Diſparagement to their 
parts, to converſe with one of 
weaker than themſelves : but 
(come what will of it) I hold ir 
my duty, when opportunity pre - 
ſents mee with one ſuch, andTI 
doir with dclight. I can thanke 


God, who hath made me differ 


from another , without any 
arrogant inſultation over him: 
and doe nor tell him, I pitcy his 
Ignorance, but earneſtly indea- 
vour to redreſle it. I can receive 
| D 3 his 
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his diſconrſe without exploding 
the weakneſle of #:; and am not 
provoked toupbraid himyit he ap« 
apprehend nor mine; yea rather , 
corre&the error my ſelfe, and fir 


my; future ſpecch to his capacis 


r E 
" alas | How much beſide 
their purpoſe(and, I would Thar 
were all) are moſt Chriſtians 
whole ſociety and diſcourſe ? I 
ſhall not here mention correpti- 
ons, advices, private exhortations 
and incouragements (thoſe maine 
buſineſſes of ſociety) to all which 
Chriſtians are as much oblieged, 
as they doeneglet them: How 
many ſceme to thinke all r4t70na. 
[:ty ro conſiſt inrifibality, and the 
imployment of rheir time to ap- 
prehend or make matter whereon 
to exerciſe that faculty £ How 
many hope for high eſteeme by 
ſetting at yought « weak brother; or, 

it 
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it may bee, by making him ap. 
peare ſo, who is ſtronger than 
themſelves 2 Itremble to thinke 
 howſomecan talke to the griefe 
of 1hoſe, whom God hath wounded: 
and many who doe not ſo them- 
ſelves, yet without ſcruple give 
their aſſent, and ſometimes their 
applauſe too, to thoſe that doe. I 
reduce my thoughts from this ſad 
ſubje&:only 7 am confidcnt,if So- 
lomon himſelte(who ſo much com- 
mended cheerfulnefſe ) were now 
on earth,and St Paull who bade us 
alwates rejoyce) what men now a- 
dayes delight in as facetious dif- 
courſe, they wonld wich joynt 
votes condemae for mad, if nor 
deviliſh mirth. | 


Cantion., 


| 29 Eaſt my reader ſhould thinke 
ſome things inthu 100 arrogant 
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for me to ſpake of my ſeife: I ſhalt 
not oblige bim to believe that 1 am 
every whit as I there deſcribed, bat 
that 1 paſſionately deſire it, I begge of 
his charity alſo to apply ths Caution 
70 what other expreſſion elſe whert in 
my Booke,hee may thinke needs 8. 


Of Frugality. 


#5er.x1; | Have ofren wondered at the 


-difference of our dayes from 
the diſcriptions of the for- 
mer', and in nothing more than 
in the poynts of Fregality, To 
p?ſle over thoſe white ages, when 
the Wealthy Patriarches diſdai- 
ned not the offices of hushandwer, 
& of Sheepherds. when great men 
imployed their children,yea their 
aaughters,that ſoft ſex,in ſuch ſer- 
vices;in the moderne age ( that a- 
bout Chriſts time I mean)Frugali- 
ty was never accoſited a Crime. Ci 

cero 
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cers int his defence of Dejotaray , 
King,maintaind it a vertue proper 
for aPrince. The Sumptuary laws, 
the apothegms, the patterns and 
preſidents thereof famouſly 
known,and too many to be repea- 
ted, ſpeak ſufficiently in it's be- 
halfe. Chriſtianity certainly has 
not caſhiered it it's eſteem: nay 
rather on many good grounds 
and arguments has advanc'd ir 
(far above a ſemy-vertue) into 
the roll of vertues and duties ob- 
liging the coſcience it ſelfe; and 


queſtionleſſe the beſt of the pri- 


mitiveChriſtians were not ſo neg- 
leAful of the repute of theGoſpel, 
ſo un-mindefull of the neceflities 
ofthe Sainrs,as in their opinions, 
or practice to undervalue it, Yet 
by whar cxperience 7have had it, 
it ſeems to me now to be as farre 
baniſh'd from molt places as is 
juſtice;nay it has not that thin gar- 
ment 


| (42) 
ment of words allowed it, with hs: 
neſty,ro keep it from being fterved. 
7 have often woandred that ſuch, 
as protefſe themſclves diſciples of 
/ 2eſ«a,ſhould wirh leſl ſtraining be. 
ſtow pounds upon the rich, upon 
ſaperfluitics, upon impertinent 
company, (when commonly the 
loſſe of time is equally confidera- 
ble) than far ſmaller ſummes on 
the poore members of Chriſt, or 
whom ar leaſt charity obligeth 
them to hope to be ſuch. Bur 7 
know not what limits to pur to 
my admiration, that a Chriſtian 
ſhould be worſe thought of for 
ſuch ads of Charity, and ſuch 
living as may maintaine them, 
than for dire& breaches of ſcrip- 
rure commands in apparell, in 
diet, in revelling banquetings 
and comeſlations , as if every 
Prodigall were ſure to returne 
home tohis father with him on 
the 


- (43) 

the Goſpell,or there were no 'fa- 
vourto be expected for ſuch ſons 
as have not ri that riotous courſe. 
1 know a man that by generall 
vote was caſt for a patſimonious, 
and a covetous fellow; yea not a 
few among the more ſerious ſort 
thought him much too cloſe han- 
ded, and yet the ſame man as rea- 
dy as any to ſpend liberally ac- 
cording to his abilicy , where the 
leaſt ſhadow of reaſon could make 
it ſeemfitting: & by his own con- 
ſcience ſo free from that crime 
that he ranked the contrary in 
his uſuall confeſhons. Certainly, 
as the world goes now, a man had 
need have 2 great meaſure of ſelf- 
denyall ro bee a good hn5oand as 


well as a good Chriſtian: 


Concerning - 


(44) 
(oncerning Parſimony 
of Gifts. 


bf: 12. (DNe would think the obligati- 


ons chriſtianity layerh on us 
to edify one another (yea,& that 
in ſuch exprefſe terms, as not a 
word allowed, but what may 
ſome way ſerve for that a/c, Epheſe 
4-)ſhould haveexempted Chiiſti- 
ans from that accuſation among 
the Ancients, clanſis theſaurts in- 
caband;,of niggardly tenacity and 
concealment of their inquiſitions 
and gifts: and yet wee find ſome, 


that may withour injuſtice be ta- 


xed for ſuch parſimony:ſome that 
fit a brood on their parts,and that 
till they are addle too. Diverſe 
men gather hony only for them- 
ſelves. 'They grudge to give away 
the {wear of their braine: and they 
had rather have their wealth be 
buried 


( 


© 
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(457 
buried with them, than make 0: 
thers rich withour pains. Others 
thinke whatever is lent to another 
Is alien'd from themſelves: and 
their barren hopes are ſo farre 
from promiſing them an increaſe, 
that the count the principall loſt. 
How vaine and abſurd are theſe 
humours, how much more ſordid 
this penuriouſnes than thar of the 
purſe? /t is there true,a man cinot 
retaine what he gives, but muſt 
rely on the hopes religion affords 
him of a remuneration; but here 
in the very a& of liberality the 
Rock increaſerh., 7 know it the 
humour of vaine men to catch at 
hints of diſcourſe,and before their 
opinion be asked, to give you 
their judgment & dicifion of any 
matter in debate: though perhaps 
they borrow from another what 
ever they ſpeak. But yet heis very 


ſhort ſighted that cannot diſcover 
| 2 


= - 


2 mean betweene this, and the for- 
mer weakneſſe: Nor is his ;udg- 
ment better who cannot diſtin- 
guiſh between an obligation, to 
profit others,and an affeation of { 
undue praiſcs unto our ſelfe. 
And were the matter put to my 
choice, /wonld rather undergoe 
this cenſure undeſerved,than neg- 
Ice the former duty whenan op- 
portunity ingaged. You will lay, 
ſuch men as theſe reſerve their |, 
parts for a fic opportunity toex- 
prefſe rhem:but doe they ſuppole 
none ſuch bucthe publicke Thea- 
ters,and whence they may be re- 
warded with a grande & inſanum 
5; Or are their endowments fo 
icanty, that they have nothing to | 
ſpare for a private charity or civi- 
lity © Or ratheris their mind ſo 
vain,that they muſt {cl every thing 
for generall applauſe * 1f 7 ſhould 
yecld them what they fooliſhly 
I pretend 


47) 
, pretend, that publicke places and 
imploiments are the proper ſtage 
where on to act their parts: yet 
*is certaine that theſe private offi. 
ces are ſo far from hindering them 
therein, that they further them, 
That Glory of Chrift-Coll edee in 
Cambridge, ( than in whom TI 
am perſwaded that in no may ſince 
primitive times rare gifts were 
tempered with more moderation 
and humility )waswont to profeſle 


© himſelfe beholding to thoſe, who 


would miniſter a handſome occa- 
fion to him to utter any of his 
choiſe notions; and when others 
thought themſelves great gainers 
thereby, he accounted himſelfe a 
oreater. A well fraught ſoule is 
far from the feare of ſpending it's 
ſtock: nay rather he is croubled 
his wares ſhould lye on his hands: 
and becauſe publicke opportuni- 
ties are not preſented often e- 
nough 


DBfe 13. 
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enough,he gladly maketh uſe 'of | 
the private. to keepe his notions 


from gathering ruſt; and the more 
libera'ly he ipends this way, the 
more his ſtore increaſerh. Where- 
as thoſe illiberall men, who keepe 
their parts for themſelves, and to 

ew them to the publike, doe 
but looſetheir labour, and muſt 
be contended with the Title of 


Vmbratiles Doflores;and like 1ſocr a- 


tes, declaime in the ſhade. 


Concerning the vaine boaſt- 


ing Saint«(hip. 


E 15 to be feared, that many men 


_— A 


- (and ſome ſuch as perſwade | 


themſelves they have an Apoſto- 
ficall ſpirit beyond all others) do 
y<ct in their purpoſes and indea- 
vours quite contradit St Pauls 
temper, That bleſſed Saint was 
fcarjull that his Corinthians might 
think 


.”] QEp- 


(49) 


thinke over highly of him, and 
therefore ( as ne tells them) fore 
bore the diſcovery of many ex- 
ccllencies, and priviſedges;which 
he had received of God; and that, 
leaſt any man ſbould thinke of him, 


' above what they heard of him, or [aw 


iz vim, ] omit thoſe whoſe whole 
aime is like Simon Magzw, tobe 
thought ſome great ones; ſuch as 
take upon them to have cleare 
knowledge of thoſe miſteries the 
Goſpell hath drawne a vaile 0- 
ver, and not only ventthe cabbi- 
net ſecrets of Gods unrevealed 
will and unſcarchable waies be- 
fore men,but to God himſelfe(all 
whichare ſo far from a true Goſ- 
pell-ſpirit (which neceflarily muſt 
be an humble, a ſober, and a cha- 
ritable one) as thatthey ſeem ta 
be the very (944493: prephecyed 
of by Sr Peeter, Saint Fude and 


_ others.) I feare too much of this 


E leaven 


" 


(50) 


leaven remaineth undiſcerned a- 


mong thoſe who have the repu- 
tation of a more ſober ſe&, ſhould 
wee otherwiſe heare ſo many, if 
not 4;red oftentations, yet by cir- 
cumlocution and neceſſary conſe- 
quence? *Tis to be fear'd, ſome 
men make a vaine glorging of that 
which is the greateſt obligation 
to humilitry,namely, the free grace 
of God, Let no man therefore ſay, 
the perſons | meane aſſume no- 
thing unto themſelves , but aſ- 
cribe all ea Gods mercy,and ſo no 
danger in it, their boaſting being 
inthe Lord. For ] here ſuſpe& 
a great depthof Satan, God cn- 
able 4s ro fathom it. Suppole we 
ſhould heare a Courtier thus ſpea- 
kivg; It is my Maſters pleaſure 
thus bighly to honour & confide 
in mez True itis,there is nothing. 
in me that may lay claime to the 
leaſt of theſeprivitedges beſtowed 
: upon 


—_— —— " r—= mere 
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upon me; If ſo had been his plea- 
ſure he might have made choice 
of ſuch or ſuch a one of his fer- 
vanes for thele in:ploynents, and 
dignities he has intruſted me in: 
a2d yet all the while the man has 
no ſufficient warrant for ſuch his 
preſumptuvus conceit, nay con- 
rrarily the perſons he fo much 
exalts himſelfe above, are indeed 


much more in the Promes favour, 
he has alrcady made more expe- 


rience of their humility diligence 
and faithfulneſſe, and intends 
them furrher honour, Would not 
every man conclude this Cour- 
tier diſeas'd in his brains? The 
Phariſee in the Goſpell acknow- 
ledged God the Author of what 
he gloried in,and gave him praiſe 
for many favours: His fault was 
that he could not allow the Con- 
iemn'd Publican a ſhare inthis pri- 
viledge. There are many men 

E323 rake 
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take upon themſelves to be Dani- 
els, Perſons greatly beloved of God 
and yet have no better authoritie 
for their aſſurance, than that of a 
preſumptuous fancy « Many 
thinke the Lord doth nothing 
almoſt(great or ſmall) but he re- 
veales the ſecret to them: Many 
perſwade themſelves that they 
have heard the words of God,and 
ſeene the viſions of the Allmigh- 
tie; and yet ſome of thoſe they 
looke upon as ſtrangers to God 
may without Miriams guilt replic 
ro them in her words; Hath the 
Lord ſpoken only to you, bath he not 
alſo ſpoken 10 ws? A vaſt difte- 
rence there is between a Mans be- 
ing a reprobate and a mans vau#- 
zing of his being a Saint, 'Tis 
true [ grant we are bound to glo- 
xy in the Lord: Yet not beyond the 
line, of things which : God hath 
not wrought in us, orby us... f 
3 pc O 


(53) 
Of Pride of Parts. 


[ Cannat perſwade my ſelfe 
there is any fin more connatu. 
rall, and generall- than Pride , 
. and of all forts of pride that of a 
mans parts. There is ſcarce a foole 
in the world but conceiteth ma- 
ny particulars in himſelfe, where- 
in he excells other men; and 


ſcarce a wile man in the world 


ut hath ſome alloy of this folly. 
The inbred flattery of our ſelves 
within us makes us ( according 
tothe proverb}thinke all our ow2 


Ob 14. 


geeſe ſwans and our moſt deformed 


iſſue amiable, Hence thoſe raih, 
and unſucceſſefull atrempts in 
writing,and ſpeaking, when men 
cannot diſtinguiſh between rhe 
affettion of a Mother, anda Step- 
ume, Puintilian ſpake folid ex- 
perience that it was ſeldome ſcen 
E 3 that 


(54) 
thata man ſhould ſuſpe@t him- 
ſelfe enough, Life and foule can. 
not keep together in a man our of 
canceit with himſelte ; unlefſe he 
has 2 higher principle then mo- 
rality to (ſuſtain him. And yet 
as unwillingly as men areto ap- 
peare weak to themſelves , they 
are far more unwillirg to appeare 


ſo to others . They know other 


men judge according to outward 
axpearances,and ſothey dare not 
truſt them for ſuch favourable in- 
dulgences, as they allow them- 
jclves. Hence thoſe Sel/icrrowe ar1s 
and fludied defignes of enhaunſing 
a mans reputation in publick. 
Thoſe cautelow concealments of 
defects, which would be lefle ſeen, 
if freely laied open : For alas ! 
How ſhort doe thoſe attempts 
fall of the ſcope they aime at? 
What an errour in policie &0 
theſe opiniative wiſe men com- 
mit? 


Om 


rn ents 
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mic? There is nothing more con- 
ducing to a good fame and ef. 
teem than a prudent ſecuritie,and 
negleR of it. Men brook nor to 
ſell their valuations at preſcrib'd 
rates: nor to have their commen- 
dations extorted from them as a 
debt or tributez nay rather they 
ſuſpect defignes when ſuch ſedu- 
lous artifice is uſed, and think the 
river not deep becauſe it makes a 
noiſe, 

There is yet a more deadly 
poyſon in Pride, and that is when 
itinfe&ts Chriſtianity it ſelf -,and 
che ſtrongeſt obligations to hu- 
miliry. I have ſpoken ſomewhat 
herzof already, and therefore [ 
ſhail onely now tak? notice how 
difficultly this enemy is ejeted 
even out of a good Chriſtians 
heart, Alas! How many lurking 
holes,and ftrong holds to retire to 
doth it find in an humble Soule, 
E 4 chac 
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* thyy, labours..it's extermination. 

any times jt mingleth it ielfe 
with the very praiers, gnd teares 
that are plenrifully powred out 


for it's mortification. A devour. 


Chriſtian may, with HeFektah, be 
humbled for ihe pride of his bears 
and yet againe be proud of that 
humility . it lieth perdue many 
times, and when we think our 
ſelves moſt {afe ſurpriſeth us, and 
through ſtrange ſubtilties gathers 


fſirength on us along time ere dil- 


covered;and when diſcovered, ſo 
varieth it's ſhapes,that it is longer 
cre ſubdued. I ſay not that this 
pride is raigning, (yea contrary, 
*'Tis inolt tikely there to raitgne, 
where leaſt perceived) Yet fince 
ot all relifts of the old man there 
is none more diſpleaſing in the 
eyes of God, and none more pre- 
jJudicall roa Saint, I ſhould think 
this Devill the meeteſt of all 0- 
thers 
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others to be encountred with faſts 
ing and prayer, If any Readers 


cale requires, and he ſv pleaſe, 


he may make uſe of the prayer 
and meditation -I have added 
amongſt orhers for this purpoſe. 


Of Arguments for Sermons. 


A Van would think in this a« Obſe 15. 


bundance of preaching, and 
preachers (God be praiſed for 
both.) that there ſhould not one 
point of divinity (of what nature 
ſoever)eſcape frequent diſcuſſion, 
and yet an obſervant Auditour 
may perceive it much otherwiſe. 
To omit the polemicall part of 
Divinity, which is not hcld ſo 
proper for the Pulpit, (and yet 
ſome Augitories and occaſions 
may ſeems more than to tolerate 
them; & it would do vuigar eares 
no hurc to be wiſely and diſcreet- 


ly 


(53) 
ly inftruted in thofe points, they 
are called upon to be fo zealous 
for,unleſſe we will defend in our 
ſelves the tmplicite faith we con- 
demon in our Adverſaries) To 0s 
mit, I ſay, controverſiall divinity; 
we may obſerve that very many 
uſefull practicall points are rarely 
handled in the Pulpit; yea and 
ſome the moſt ſeaſonable of all 
others, Iaime not at the perſon 
that thought ſtrange to heare ano- 
cher preach of faith and Repen- 


rance in this age, which ſeem- - 


ed to him as if the man had 
been in a dreame all theſe times 
of Glorious diſpenſations (&T won- 
der what he would have thought 
of one thar ſhould have diſcour- 
ſed concerning «»ruly and ſelfe- 
willed Spirits, concerning falſe pro- 
phets,and deluders, and the Tryalt 
of Spirits, &c,) I ſpeak of ſober 


men,and ſuch as have not deriv'd 
their 


| 


(59) 


their Goſpell from the late darke 
and myſterious providences of 
God in this nation, How few of 
theſe I ſay; inſtruct vs in many 
points of conſcience very neceſf{1- 
ry forchis age, as concerning the 
obligation and diſpenſation of 
oaths:of the neceffity, forme, and 
circumſtances of Chriſtian com- 
munion, of ſchiſm, of obedience 
inviciſſitudes of civil government. 
Many give us good ſtore of cau- 
tions,and direQions not to looſe 
our way in a knowne beaten path: 
bur leave us to guide our Loves 
in thoſethat are peiillous,and un- 
rrod. | 

Bur you will ſay, ſome of theſe 
rouch roo much the affaires of 
State, Yer certainly ſome of them 
do nor: and many others that 
might bz named, which yer are 
almoſt buried in filence. 1f men 
[peake often cnovgh ofthe —_ 
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(60) 
of the Laff :imes, and thole vices 
of ſome mer which make them 
ſuch /2.Tim.z3.cap:1,2,3,4 vel.) 
tis not likely ſuch perſons ſhould 
be counted Sainrs-or fimple ſoules 
deluded with rhe noiſe of gl0ri- 
0a times when the weakeſt experr- 
ence may coniute {uch a pretenſion. 
Beſides,is the 7p#19is of Golſpell 
officers ſo much inferiour to that 
of thoſe of the Law, that they 
muſt not be allow'd ro rebuke 
- wickedneſle in high places or per- 
ſons ? The Prieſts in Fersſaiem, 
when words would not do it, 
made bold to thruſt 7z22745out of 
the Temple, when he made bur a 
Sacrilegious intruſion: what hin- 
ders, but thoſe who take upon 
them the care of Soules(and great 
mens are not exempted from their 
charge ) ſhould imitate at leaſt 
the milder part of this animoſt- 


tier. 
Alas ? 


(61) 


Alas ? Ihave obſerved,that ſome 
men, who about a twelve years 
lince challenged as great a ſhare 
asany in this freedome of Spirit 
and ſpeech (and then exerciſed 
tas Twas thought, beyond diſ- 
cretion) are ſince become creſt. 
falne,and like men amazed, have 
ſcarce aword to ſpeake out at paſ.. 
ſages which call for a Stexzors 
voice, Away with unchriſtian 
pufillamimous pretences! Let nor 
this ſariſhe men that they inveigh 
(and ſometimes »ſg, 2d ravim ) 4-. 
2ainſt a petty Heretick, or poore 
deluder, who has not wit enough 
in all likelyhood,to do much miſ- 
cheife, whil they fer Golza-f1n- 
ners eſcape, who pive'the other 
 . their powertodo miſcheife. Let 
them notthinke it enough to re- 
prove the abominations of the 
times in a parentheſis, or oblique 
refleQions, or at the furrheſt in a 
timerous 


(62) 
timerous ſoft voice ; now ſinners 
have armed their forcheads with 
Neel, & ſcm to dere thander Nor 
will a booke-reproofe ſerve the turn, 
which (vl duo, vel nem) perhaps 
but one or two It concerns read, 
and neither of thoſe lay ro heart. 
No,men muit have the deformi- 
ty of their fins layd before rheir 
eyes,and the proud men (ſuch as 
tehonan and CAFarich) muſt be 
told of their d!iſimelation to their 
faces 1 am loath ro propheſic 
what mens cowardize portends: 
Yet ſure I am ſome or thoſe that 
are enjoyned by office to reprove 
fin with boldneſle, will not find 
every excule they now make for 
their omiſhoun warrantable at rhe 
dreadfull day of Generall ac- 
count. : 


Cant 10h, 


-— 
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; Caution. 


Would by no meanes be zuilty of 
the fawlt reprooved inthe Prophets; 
namely of contending with thePriefls, 
or taking upon me 10 inſlrati my tea« 
chers, (whom 1 as much as any man 
deſere to reverence.) Farre from my 


intentions be a deſigne of impoſing 


Lawes wpon my ſuperiours, or of bin« 
ding burthens upon other mens ſhoul= 
ders,which I would not touch with my 
leaſt finger, I thought it neither of 
theſe offences 10 reprove ſome cor- 
raps flattermg Tedckiahs poſſeſt 
with a lying Spirit, and ſome honeſt 
get faint hearted Eli's who want con- 
rage to frown upon enormous ſins,and 
Tintend my reproofe no further, If 
my ſiyle ſeem too tart, I muſt uje rhe 
excuſe of that famed Divine D* 
Twifſe That what is natnrall ro me 
1 canner eaſily al ter. | 

of 
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(64). 
Of impatient deſires of full 


aſſurance, 


Obſ: 16. T Here are ſome Chriſtians 


over impatiently defjrous of 
full aſſurance of their ſalvati- 
on, A good hope, or a good 
periwaſion of heart, will nor 
ſerve their turns « Nothing cone 
rents them,unleſſe they be made 
as ſure of Heaven, as if they were 
initalready. This 1s, as if a ſon 
had a good fathers word, his 
oath, his fidclitie, his deed and 
ſeale made over to him for ſuch 
an inheritance : but he takes on, 
ard will not be ſatisfied, unleſle 
his father put the deed into his 
owne keeping, and in his owne 
characters too. No, ſay they, 
the caſe is nur like : God forbid 
they ' ſhould doubt of the leaſt 
promiſe of God. They have no 


alurance thar they are Gods. 


children, 
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children,and ſo dare not call him 
father, I anſiver, I intend nor 
the compariſon for exaR, but thus 
make uſe of it. ( 1 ſpeake to per- 
ſons that in ſome meaſure hunger 
and thirſt afrer righteouſneſle , 
thar deſire to caſt themſelves on 
Gods mercy , and cordially en- 
deayour to live anſwerably., To 
others, [ only ſay; Repent and be- 
lieve the Goſpel], and grant they 
may) You ſay, you are not afſu- 
red you are Gods ſons. I ſay,are 
you aſſured you are not? If you 
ſay you are, you muſt be conſci. 
ous to your ſclves of ſome indul. 
oed rotteneſle of heart, of an ap- 
parct want of true repentance and 
fairh;and ſo cill this leaven be pur. 
ged out of you (as I ſaid before) 
you are not the perſons ro whom 
I ſpeake, If you ſay (asI preſume 
you will) that you are not ſo aſſu. 
red, I proceede thus, you cannot 

"0 _ deny 


_ (66) 
deny bne part of the contradiQi- 
on, Either you are in the ſtate of 
grace,or you are not. You ſticke 
between theſe contraries, you are 
neither aſſur'd of this or that. I ſay 
then,there muſt be ſome grounds 
& argumets conſiderable on both 
hands that thus hinders eicher 
ſcale from making a perceptible 
deſcent. Examine then with re- 
verence betwene God and. thy 
ſoule-which fide hath the better 
grounds: if the uncomfortable 
(unleſſe a tempration prevaile 0- 
ver thee, the frequencic whereof 
cauſeth che greateſt difficulty in 
this bufineſſe } 7 ſay then, necel. 
{arily thou muſt be privy ro ſome, 
at not reigning fin or fins, yet very 
like them. Homble thy Sole there- 
tore,vreake off thy ſins by repetance, 
frenethen the things that yemaine 
which are ready to dye,and that with 


Out: 


ipecde, leaſt thy very ſperke goe | 


BB 7 
out. To be ſhort; d6 as thion 
wouldeſt do i thou were fure 
thou welt not in the ſtate 6f grace 
but deſiteſt to be. a 
Bur on the contrary; If after 
hearty prayer for a diſcerning 
ſpirir, actd imparciall cortftderati- 
on of particutars,thou findeſt che 
arguments ih the other ſcale 
weighticr, when thou art free 
from temptations (and rhou 
may'ft niake ſore grefle ar that, 
if thou findeft rhy heart moov'd 
with barible deſires +fter God, 
tofcare him,to truſt in him,to re- 
jfoyce in his name) Fay, if then 
thou ſeemeſt to heare the Lord 


anſwer thee with gord words and 


comforreble, thou haft ina ſerene 
day apleaſant fighe afforded thee, 
of che ; heaven where thy tofled 
ſoule wow/dbe, though anon thou 
looſeſt this fight, the heavens 
towr & and'the'wav CS biflow af er 

F 2 billow 
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biDow threaten to/ſwalow thee up: 
yer ſtay thy ſelfe upop thy God, 
ſay tothy ſoule, why art thos caſt. 
downe Oh my ſoule,, why art thou 
diſquieted within mee? Hope ftill in 
God, for I ſhallyes praiſe him who i 
the health of my countenance and m 
God, And O thos of little faith, 
wherefore doeſt thou feare ? 

But this ſatisfies not thee:after 
this courſe taken thou canſt not 


perceive , either ſcale weigh 


down. That's ſtrange 1 doeſt thou 
pray Jheartily , doeſt thou walke 
humbly and circumſpeRly, or (if 
thou art jealous of thy ſelfe in 
theſe) doeſtthou earneſtly defire 
ro doe thas,and panteſt afrercom- 
munion with God ? I tell thee (if 
at all thou canſt value an others o= 
pinio of thee ) Itell thee 7am per- 
{waded God keeps thee under diſ> 
cipline our of ſome gracious de- 


fignc,and wilt thou preſcribe _ | 
is | 
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his method how to deale with 
thee? It may be thy heart 
needes furthar humbling, or lon- 
geratleaſt: it may be thy pan- 
tings aſter God are to be hereby 
inflamed, or God purpoſeth thar 
thou ſhouldeſt wreſfi/e with him 
with migbty wraſilings, and intends 
thee the honour of a Prince or pre- 
vatler with himſelte Whatever 
the cauſes be (and they may be 
infinite ) though thou difcerne 
them not, indeavour with Abra- 
ham azainſt Hope to believe tn hope, 
that God would bring thee out of 
this Maze. Say unto God, Lord 
why caſteſt 1bon off my Soule,why goe 
I thus heavily all the day long by rea- 


' ſon of the oppreſſron of the enemy ? 


ſhew me ſome token for good that my 
enemy may ſee it,and be aſhamed, and 
my ſouls comforted, To be ſhort; 
for thy practice (as the voice 


from heaven in Kempiſiows _ 
le 


- (70) 
ſed one in thy caſe) doe what 
thou woldeſt, & what thouthin- 
keſt thou ſhouldeſt doe jt thoy 
hadſt abtainedthar certainty thay 
delireſt. 

if Rill thoy objeReſt, as thou 
mayeſt everlaſtinsly, if thou {ay- 
eſt,thou longeſt tor higher enjoys 
ments Gf God, ſo doe 1 too, I /a- 
bear to forget what © behing, aud 
prejſe forward; but yet lo, ag that 1 
am not diſcontent, nor unthank- 
full urto God for what by his 
grace I have attained. Andaif cis 
thas with thee, I blame thee note 


labour to grow in ſtrength and 


aſſurance, aide thee with my 
praycrs, and deſire tobe aided 
with thine. But if thap meg- 
neſt by aflurance what I ſuppaſed 
at firſt, and haſt no meaſure af 
checrtulnefle or patience till thay 
haſt attained ghat, 1 cannat com- 
mend thee;/far how canſt thoy 
: grow, 


| 
| 
[ 
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grow, when at full growth ? Bes 
fides,thou wouldeſt be priviledg- 
ed from doubts and fears wherein 
confiſts the chiefe exerciſe of 
faith. Now this humour is what 
IfftiF'd impatieat demanding of 
thy evidence into. thy owne kee- 
ping and charaQers . 


The unadviſed Boanerges 
catechized, 


[an very confident that many gy;/;;. 


preachers much offend and con- 
triſtare fome of the true children 


. of God, when they not ſodiſcret- 


ly and temperately as the mat- 
ter requires, inveigh againſt the 
fajre morall man. 1 hate as much 
as any the ſowing pillowes winder even 
74 elbow, and the dawhing with an. 
tempered mortar ( with thoſe in 
Ezecheel, and am as much fatisf- 
ed (I believe) as others in the ex. 


| Freame decaitfullneſſe of the heart + 


yer 
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yet I like not that the hears of 1hz 
righscous ſhould bee made ſad, whom 
God wonld not have ſad, and that 
whoſe joy might abound, the ever- 
Heſſed ſon of God was contented 
to be ſorry unto death, Now I wiſh, 
a ſort of men (who ſeeme not a 
a little toreſemble the olde Pha- 
riſees: though they much inveigh 
againſt them ) would conſider, 
T hat there are ſome weakeChriſt- 
ians notto be offended, and there- 
fore great caution to be ulcd : 
ſome childreu of light that ſit in 
darkneſſe, and ſee little or no light, 
ſome tender lambs in Chriſts flock, 
ſome ewes great with young , who 
with a lictle hard ufage might be 
in danger of miſcarrying:; ſome 
faint and fickly, ſome lame & fee- 
ble handed, whom the HolyGhoſt 
would by all means have healed 8 
ftregtherrd, not turn'd oat of the way, 
Againe,thoſe Chriſtians that are 
| ſtronger 


_ oy 


ſtronger are not fully priviledg- 
cd from doubts and fears, and 
diſcomforts frequent. A David 
may ſay in bi haſt, and think in his 
heart roo, Thar he is cf out of 
Gods preſence, that his hopes have 


deceived him,and that he ſhafl ove 


day fall by the haxd of the enemy, 
Furthar yert,none arc more jealous 
of themſclves and of their eſtate 
than the true children of God? 
none fo apt to apply ſevere do- 
Qrines to their owne hearts. A 
weake Saint is not ealily perſwa- 
ded to believe a true worke of 
grace in his heart, but ſcruples 
almoſt perpetually: and among(t 
the ſtronger there is ſcarce one to 
be found but meetes with ſo 
much of all corruption in his 
heare, and amongſt the reſt ſome 
hypocriſy too, that atalow ebbe 
of faith he will be apt to charge 
the diſſembler,the farmalliſt, _ 
halte 


= = 
halfe-Chriftiaa on him ſelfe, 
though of all others he be fur- 
theſt from ſuch, Now ſuppoſe at 
ſuch a fad houre he ſhould heare 
a Miniſter aggravate his owne 
thoughts ,. rell him how many 
come to heaven gates, and yet 
wever enter in, how narrow the way 
tolife is,4nd how few find ir,and all 
this without needfull qualificati. 


ons and cautions, how much - 


would much this ſet forward his 
afflition , breake -his bones and 
weend bis faule within him, goe 
ncere to put out his ſmoaking 
flax, and overwhelme him with 
the waves of deſpaire? Verily I 
periwade my ſelfe,had :t brew poſſi» 
6/e, many of the ele themſelves 
had here ſuffered ſhipwracke. 
Meane while, becauſe the ſecurity 
wee have from God by nq means 
fryſtrates or makes ufeleſſe hu- 
mane providence and A 
 I0T 
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for the avoiding of dangers, and 
therefore of this great one, could 
not but thus deliver my mind, and 
exhort theſe Boanerges carefully 
to examine the ground on which 


they plant their terrible artillery. 


It wee will believe Tructh it ſelfe, 
the young man in the Goſpell was 
not the further off but nigher 
the kingdome of heaven by his 
good morality , The Scripture, 
I am ſure, teil's us that in many 
things wee offend all, and makes a 
challenge to any Saint of what 
forme ſoever to ſay; 1 have made 
7 heart clean; I am pure from my 
fin. tbecometh us much better 
ro be leyere and rigid toward afar 
ſelves,than towards others. 1de« 
ny not but that the Scribes and 


| Phariſtes were furthar from the 


kingdome of heaven, then the Publi- 
cans and Harlots; Yet we ſhall 


find that the devour men aud woe 
men 
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menare oftennoted in the Acts of 
the Apoſtles to be che u{nall con- 


verts,and thus that judicious Di-. 


vine Mr Mede takes off from the 
Kupendiouſnefle of the wonder, 
that ſo many thouſands ſhould be 


converted at one Sermon, ſaying, 


0bf+ 18. 


that they were moſtly of the de- 
vour proſelytes, in whom God 
had wrought prezdiſpoſitions to. 
ward converſion, 


Concerning unhappy Differen- 


ces betweene good men. 


T is fad to behold how far the 

difterences of the times have 
prevailed with even the better 
ſort of men,and that of all parties: 
how much they have blinded 
theeyes and imbittered the hearts 
of thoſe that call God Farher, and 
ſo ſhould each the other, Brother: 
yet alas how much caſyer are op- 
probjous 
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probrious titles beſtowed on 
each other, than thac loving ap- 
pellation. 'Tis ſtrange,that when 


Chriſtianity obligerh it's pro. 


feſſors to beare with one another, to 
ſpeake no evill, to think no evill, to 
forgive injures, yea to requite and 
overcome them with good, that they 
ſhould praRtiſe the contrary to 
theſe precepts; and yet not per.. 
cclive it although they have them 
often in their mouthes. The one 
fide belicues the other hath roo 


little charity to be religious : the 


other thinke they as much want 
zeale: and neither betray a grea- 
rer defect of both, than by thus 
cenluring each other . What 
ſtrangeIdea's of one another doth 
the paſſions and intereſt of men 
create ? thus good men murually 
become judgers of evill thoughts. 
Notwithſtanding, theſe diſtem. 
pers excepted, ( which their 

affections 
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afections,and ingagements rake 
undiſcernable,yea many times a- 
. .dopt them imo religion) in all 
things elſe almoſt, the perſons 


oh both ſides approove them. 


ſelves eminent patterns of wif- 
dome and piety, and *ris not eaſy 
to ſay which deſerve moſt cori- 
mendations. If the one excel! in 
deepe knowledge. the other it 
profitable, praicall applications 
and condeſcentions ; If the one 
in fervour of ſpirit the orher in 
moderation with diſcretion ; If 
the on;os axe be keener, the other 

rreth to it che more force; and 
whileſt the one fetchets the ho- 
mer ftroake, rhe orher ſtrik's oft- 


ner. Both excellently exhort ro '« 


the contempt of of the worlde, to 
the denyall of our ſclves,to a ho. 


ly life; the one by faith effeQuall 


from St Pasl, the other by good 
works evidencing and juſtifying 
faith 


an an &ad .cl..n oo a 
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faith from Sint 7«mes, and both 
ſecond their doftnne by their 
lives: what courſe now ſhall an in- 
different Perſon rake, whileſt cach 
of theſe call him from the other 
to themſelves, each denounce the 
others coaſt infectious, it not 
deadly ? 

For my owne part, I ſo adheare 
to neither, as to ſwallow downe 
the crrours of the one (as far as 
I can deſerne them) or to rejet 
things laudible in the other: nci- 
ther would I have objeas, that 
are comely in themſclves,appeare 
deformed to mee, through the 
fault only of a. diſtempercd or- 
gan,or medium. I know the God 
of wiſdome 8& of peace can make 


a {weet harmony out of theſe dif- 


cordant ſounds, and I humbly 
pray him to doe it. Inthe meane 
time I cannot away with a mo- 


nopoly of Gods free grace, and 
dare 


. 
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dare not conclude He favours nor 
a perſo,who he hath not priviled. 
ged with the underſtanding of {6c 
points, which it may be I count 
of greater concernment than in- 
deed they are. 7 cannot think it 
a piece of religion to anathema- 
tize from Chriſt ſuch as will not 
ſubſcribe to every one of my Ar- 
ticles: bur am conſcious to ſo ma- 
ny crrours ſpeculative and prati- 
call in my ſelfe, that / know not 
how to be ſevere towards others. 
For difterences between Chriſti- 
ans 7 much bewaile them, and 
hope my want of yeers and ac- 
commodations may be ſome ex- 


cuſe for mee1f 7 judge not accu-' 


ratly between them . Yer 7doubt 
not, but hee that bclieves the 
Scriptures to be the word of God, 
and firmly. indeavours to live 
accordingly, beleiving and obay- 


of 


ing God, and hoping for pardon | 
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of his fins through Chriſts merits, 
is atrue member of Chriſt: and 
with every ſuch I hold an inter= 
nall .communion (viz by aflent, 
by love, by prayer) and I hope 
there are many ſuch, or ſome at 
leaſt incvery diviſion of Chriſtie 
anity, evenas there ſtill remains 
 ſomefloyer inthe courſeſt bran, 
The foundadition of God remai- 
neth ſure,the Lord knoweth who 
are his: howbeit tis my duety to 
walke charitably, and rejeR none 
whom,for ought 7am ſure of, God 
may receive; yet my hopesare 
fulleſt there where /ſee modera- 
tion and Chriſtian lenity moſt 
approved and praQtifed. 


= 
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E Of ambitious diſcontent. 


obf19. 7 Here-isone picce of content 


w * 


.the leaſt of any taken notice 
for a vertue & yet much commen- 
ded.in Scripture, andthatis con. 
rentation -with a mans” pifts, I 


doe.not wonder hereat; firſt,be- 


cauſe ſome men place their high- 
eſt happineſſe in them; yea miſ- 
take themfand not a few doe ſo) 
for ſanQification itfelfe.: Againe, 
the wanr'of-: chem is:commonly 
imputeditoa: defect of-induſtry: 
and:.ingemious men- much hate 
thatopprobrious charge1-:*. | 
Yet I wonder. greatly-that-ma- 
ny Chriſtians cares ſhould beſo 
clole topped at what St Pasl 
diſcourſerh of in the 12 chapter 
df the firſt Epiſt:to the Corinth. 
(viz) that it is. requiſite there 
ſhould be fees and other inferiour 


members 


m— _©_ 


{ 


(8) 


menbtrs in the body aswell as: tyes 
and lipps: and thatitwery member 
hath it's proper uſe: and” ſervice 
wherewith it ouptit to- be eons 
tent. But alas, whita mutinyin 
the body (beyond 'that'in Agrips 
pa's Fable) ' may wee now diſco- 
ver. 'How many-muſt needs by 
tongues who are fitter'to be cares; 
how many take upon! them 'to be 
eyes who had need 'beled by the 
hand ? Hence, fo tgany Novices 
(contrary to ApoſtolicallCanony 
rake'upon them to 'be publicke 
Teachers, and (asthe learned'ſt 
of our Engliſh Kings once ſpate) 
every Good-mans "ſow *writes Ca 
rechifmes, I know the Harveſt % 


 great,and I therefore pray the Zord 


of the Harveſt 10-- ſend "multitudes 
into-bis.wincyard;"' yet thoſe fach 
as are able tolabour: and the A- 
poſtles 75 we; maiJelurg- ( who is 
ſufficient for theſe things) will 
G3 ' not 
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not ſuffer me tothink every one 
ſuch. The wiſdome ofprimitive 
times appointed under offices in 
the Church, as of Readers,Dea- 
cons &c, beneath a Biſhop or 


Presbyter : and in theſe, men of | 


leſſer abilityes were retained or 
ficred for higher. *Twere to be 
wiſhed, that ſince men now ada.. 
yes pleade ſo much for parity in 
Church-Officers, they could ef- 
feR ſomething towards ir at leaſt, 
viz. a ſufficiency inall thoſe mens 
gifts, whoſe imploymets, & digni- 
ries they thus equall. I ſhall ſpeak 
but one word more to any ſuch 
over forward 4bimas;, that hee 
would firſt gee and carne thorowly 
what that Scripture meanech 
(Fames the third and firſt (My 
Brethren be not many teachers. 


The 
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The deſtru Five Proſperity 
of Fooles, 


"T'is ealy to obſerve what aluf- 
© rer ſucceſle affords to mens 
pctſons, and aQions. 'To omit 
the knowne verſe in Du Bartes, 
(almoſt growne a Proverbe) the 
compariſons made between 7sl. 
Ceſer and Caraline, and many of 
their peralels (who all owe their 
different reps1ations to their diffe- 
refit hceeſfs.) Is it not a ſtrange 
thing that foure or five oppoſite 
partyes ſhould ſucceed each o- 
ther on the ſtage, and eachof 
them'be accounted S4z»ts whilſt 
up,and neither longer © Javenall 
obſerved in his time; That 
though Riches had not the honour 
of a Temple in Rome,as Yidory 
had,yet it had the devotion of 
meas hearts « Tis ro be feared, 
G3 neither 
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neither of theſe 7dolatries is yer 
quite baniſhed. Chriſtendome. 
How many opinions are there in 
the world confuted only by this 
. . argument . cALlexanaders: way *of 

vntying Gordian knots is too well 
knowne in this age, and too much 
practiſed. © Experience tells -.us 
what deepe rootes an errour may 
take by prevalence, and continu- 
ance;and how little the' ſtronge(t 
aſanlts of an unſuccesfull eruerh 
can ſhake ir;there needing: no 0- 
ther canfutation of improſperous 
arguments, i but either ſcorne-:or 
filence. I conceive, amongſt: di- 
vers others, that worthy defence 
of. our Saviours Prayer by M* 
D' Eſpagne is thus anſwered. - 

1 ſhall nor conjecture of what 1ll 
conſequence this errour is when 
publicke: but certainly there is 
nothing more-datngerous: to. any 
particular Soulethat lyeth under 


it, | 
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it, When a man ſhall with much 
ſcrupling venture upon a courſe, 
or aQtion, and in judgment cone» 
demane himſelfe for what he al- - 
lowes in pracice; and yet alittle 
after finding no hbarme for the 
preſentto follow , yea contrari- 


wiſe fancying much good, ſhall 


conclude his former ſcrupuloſi- 
ty needleſſe; and vote his:con(ci- 
ence to be reformed by his ſuc- 
ceſle; what a ready way is this to 
prepare a mans. throat to ſma/ow 
Camels atlength, who at firſt fras- 
xed at the ſmallet 'imaginary 
Gnat £ This is it thatturns grace 
into preſumption 8& wantonneſle, 
and makes the very bleſſings and 
mercies-of God become the bane 
of ſoules. God bring them out of 
this path leading downe v0 the cham 
bers of death, who walke ſecurely 
In it. © Cee ge < SCARE 5 ER 
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The All-moſt Chriſtian, 


Bbſ.21. * Here are ſome Chriſtians that 


may {with 7r/5eriw in Suctve 
vim). well beare the title of the 


horſes called Callipedes, qui mal» | 


tum curſutant, param progrediuntar, 
They are like ſticks 8 ſtraws in a 
whirlepoole nigh a ſtrait paſſage, 
they are ever and anon making to- 
wardsit,but neverſhootthegulph. 
'Tis a ſad thing when a man ſhall 
beevery day purpoling & promi- 
ſing toleaveſuch and ſuch grofſe 
fins,and every day commit them: 
when he ſhall be alwaies (inning, 
and alwaies confefling, and ſoon 


in a round, making even his con- g 


teflion a chiefc fin. A thing more 
ro be pittyed it is, that ſome ſhall 
attaine unto good perfeRion in 
externall behaviour, and morall 
honeſty, induce others, yea and 

NY themſclues 
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themſelves too,to believe they zre 
Saints of good proficience,and as 
I may {ay,knock at the very gate 
of heaven, and yet nor enter in. 
What can be the cauſe of this, bue 
that men will have ſome {ile 
Zoar's ſpared: they canbe contene 
to let religion ſeize on the out-= 
works and ſuburbs of their ſoules, 


but they muſt reſerve to them- 


ſelves a Citradell in their hearts. 
Many men feeme -to beare the 
ſtrongeſt burthens of Chriſtiani- 
ty, yea with the young Phariſce 
to have kept all the Commande- 
ments from their youth, and yer 
they have ſome ſecret ſins lodg- 
ing in their boſomes, which it 
they be told they muſt neceſſarily 
part with, they would be much 
grieved; skin for skin,and all that 
they have, yea life it ſ{elfe will 
they part with rather than thoſe. 
This diſeaſe is then moſt _ 

when 
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when it turtis' the free prace of 
God, and the ſanQifying power 
of the ſpirit iato it's nutriment 2 
which is dofie when a man ſhall 
be convinced of a grofle fin (and 
the leaſt allowed is ſuch Jand ſhall 
pray God by his - omnipotent 
power to deliver him from it,and 
here ſetup his reſt,not cooperaring 
with Gods grace,nor in his heart 
hating the fin, or deſiring it's 
mortification, - but confuting his 
frequent praiers by continual 
praiſe, This , I perſwade my 
ſelfe, is one of the depthes of Se- 
tan: burbecauſe it requires an 
experienced Divine to fathome 
it, and alſo border's: uport the 
niceſt of the 'Arminian'contro- 
verſies (which [ here purpoſely 
ſhan) 7 ſhall ſpeake no furcher on 
this Argument. 


Concernims 
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. Concerning a tender Con- 
7:2 TT 


TT Here! are ſome men which gz/; 23? 


.*.. pretend great tenderneſſe of 
Conſcienc2,and cry outextream- 
ly not: to: be: pricked: and yet 
feem to -expreſle. very little of 
that temper-ſt is a hard matter to 
believe he. has a tender ”conſcis- 
ence,that will hazard and attempr 
the overthrow of a Church or 
State, proceed to tumulrs and ſe- 
dition; involve himſelfe in the 
euilt of the fouleſt crimes, yea 
and ſwallow «ny Camels rather than 
ſame few Gnats, which perhaps 
too his-owne fancy. or phrenſy 
hath created.” :7 {uppoſed-tender- 
nefle of conſcience had conſiſted 
in_ a fearfull avoidance of every 
ſin, even:to'a circumflance or an 
appearance; and fo conſequently 

in 
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in ſome proportionable deteſtati- 
on of ſins according as their foul- 
neſſe and odiouſneſle increaſeth. 
1 thought a propriety thereof 
had been patiently to ſuffer any 
evillxather than, commic any: and 
ro be content to be rather infrin- 
ged of ſome part of dueliberty, 
than uſe indireR means to obtaine 
or cnhaunſe it. The world has 
been excellently inform'd long 
ſince, that it is no-part ofa ſtrit 
conſcience tolift a burthen from 
it's owne ſhoulder,and lay it with 
more weight upon anothers: 7 
would there were nonethat pra- 
Qiſed ir. But alas £ Whar riddles, 
and paradoxes do wee meet of 
this nature? Wee have been 
rold what an impartiall :»former 
witneſſe, and judge conſcience is: 
and yet there are praQtices but roo 
many .in rhe worlde that make 
the truth ſeem contrary, How 
_ ealy 


—_— 
ealy doth it appeare in ſome men 
to charme this clamorous facul- 
cy,and confine it's juriſdiQion to 
what circuit they pleaſe, even 
with an - Hitberto ſhalt chow goe and 
no further ? But what a wonder 
1$itthatmen ſhould: cxy, Peace, 
Pexceto themſelves in this enſna- 
ring eftate: that they ſhould think 
themſelves religious all the while, 
and believe their Corban of zeale 
for ſome points,which their inte- 
reſle makes deareto them, ſhould 
diſpence with their obedience 
to many of the great commande- 
ments of God. It has puzzl'd me 
oftto ſee how cautious men are 
in ſome ſmaller particulars, how 


they charge themſclves with pro- 


faneſſe, and ſuperſtition, and irre- 
ligion if they faile in ſuch; and 
yetthe ſame men ſecurely com- 
mic greater fins without asking 


themſelyes whos they have done, 
nay 


(94) 
nay they will not regard another 


that ſhall rell chem-never ſo plain- 
ly thar they have donei/, This 


3s all-one-as if a man'ſhould run. 


from a barking curre, and leape 
into a lyotis jawes: before him; 
or cautelonſly avoide the ſting of 
a Bee,and yet voluntarily 'expoſe 
his boſome. roan 47 oo 4 SCor- 
pion.” * 7 if: 

St Paul charged: it'as a preat 
abſurdity. upon the Tew, ' thathe 


ſhould prohibit others from whar, 
and condemne others for what he 


praQiz'd himſelfe, '7bow that ſay- 
ef a-man ſhould not Neale aveſt thou 
ſteal © would ' not the abſurdity 
have been -pgrearer* if: he ſhould 
have ariathematiz'd -others; ot 


himſelfe for a {mall fin; ora ſhad- 


dow: of a 'finne, and the mean 
while have- allowed 1n himfelfe, 
or promored in others the grea- 


teſt? Orit the Apoſtie* had thus 
interrogated 


8 
(95) 
interrogated him; Thau, that ab- 
horreſt a Ceremony ,: doeft thou 
commit {acriledge ?*:7: would by 
no meanes: aggravate..other mens 
failings:yetÞcannot but wonder 
that ſomemen ſhould ſeem to be 
more fearefull of a ſuperſtition or 
formality:{which wich:them is all 
one) in uſing that forme of Pray- 
er preſcribed by: :Wiſedome it 
ſelte, than of raking God's Holy 


Name inwean, and that in ations .-: 


ot greateſt ſolemnity, - 
| VA8 C; $2{ (antione: . ” h 
| canngt feare that. anyimho indeed 
has @ tendey- conſcience: ſhould take 
offence at what Fhavebere ſaidel con- 
felſe l umyearefult ſomewhat : may be 
appiyed1 3391 Perſons: whom 7 much 
reverence; aud believe (Chriſtians of 
highrunks'yer I womden that ſome of 


h 
theſÞrſhoautd [0 little ſerwplt' as ſome 
125 4 pradiiſes 
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prafiiſes, theguilt whereof would 


wound me to the beart. But I per- 
ſwade my ſelfe theymay diſcover par. 
riculers in 'me, which they . may as 
mach be puzeled at: and therefore 
endeavour to exerciſe towards them 
the ſame charity I defire from them, 
God be mercifall 10 w all, 


Of (hriſtian Reputation. 


rs agreat offence to ſome weak: 


Chriſtians,thar thoſe they looke | | 


upon as eminent Saints, doe ex- 
preſſe a greatdeale of jealouſy, -if 


not uncharitableneſſe rowards 


them. Many coo much forget the 

angs of their new birth,and ſo con- 
ſequently fop their bowels of com- 
p4ſſion towards others in that caſe. 
And 'tisto be feared, that' ſome, 
whilſt they read too. ſevere le- 


Qures concerning the conflicts of | 


naturall conſcience, and the di- 
| yerle 
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verſe ſubtile workings of counter- 
feit grace, endanger an abortion 

-1n others, - Some too tartly intcr= 
Togate how long others ſticke im 
the place of coming forth of chilaren, 

and it may be too little remember 
their owne aclayes there. Some 
require an Elijab's fervour in all 

men cl{e, becauſe they fecle ſome- 
thiog like it in themſelves. Diverſe 
accuſea dete@ of light in others, 
or at leaſt that their condle burnes 
wnder 4 Buſbell: whereas indeed it 
is not ſo, but the fault lyeth in 
cheir want of diſcerning. Others 
bid us,if we have the heat of god- 
lineſſe in us, rake our coales out 
of the embers: whereas many 
true Chriſtians have the 7jes of 
grace more w»z#edin their ſoules, 
as in 4 bwrning-gleſſe, where 
though the circumference be not 
 . ſogreat, yet the hear is more i-. 
Zenſes, 
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tenſe, Many devout hearts burne 
4»ward,ſo that thoſe without can- 
not be competent judges what are 
their flames. 1 ſpeake n&d this to 
patronize any fault, much leſle 
_ that great one of lukewarmneſſe: I 
would by no means diſcourage 
private exhortations and re- 
proofes,nay nor a godly jealouſy in 
any man over evother, - It is far 
From my intent to furniſh any 
halfe-Chriſtian with expedients 
how to clude any fauch courſes 
intended for his good. ( To 
which alas how many 'are apt ?) 
My purpoſe is onely this, that 


_ 1incethe Apoſtle exhorts us #0 be | 


patient e> meeke towards all men,&r 
-that upon this confideration how 
fooliſh, and diſobedjent, and vitious 
4n all kinds wee ow ſelves once 
'were, wee ſhould nor bepeevith 
and uncharitably ill-natured ro- 
wards ſuchas perhaps are weaker 


Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians, yet may haye more 
humility in them, and more /ove, 
Beſides, how many are thought 
ſtrangers to God, and the diſci- 

ine of Grace, who yet from their 
youth up have been under that 
diſcipline ? The Lord has given 
them counſell, and their reines 
inſtructed them in the night ſea- 
ſons; They have been lead into 
$44 galleryes,and have had the ban- 
ner of Gods love diſplayed over 
chem, and had they cither the 
Art,orlthe confidence to commu- 
nicate to others a hiſtory of their 
experiences,they might diſcover 
many ſubtile wiles of the naturall 
mans hears, and of Sathan,of whoſe 


aevices they are not ignorant, 


I ſay theſe uncharitable jealou- 
fies,and ſuſpitions are an offence 
to weak, or Novice-Chriſtians 
which ſomewhat need the crutch 
of other mens opinions to ſupport 

H 3 their 
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their ſoules. As for an experien- 


ced Chriſtian, though he avoid 
what in him lyeth the giving 
offence to any, and ſettsa due va- 
luc on a good report (eſpecially 
from good men) yet is he in ſome 
meaſure affeQed like magnani- 
mousS* Paul-1t & a very ſmall thing 
with him to be judged of men,7ea 
he judges not himſtlfe ( peremptori- 
ly and abſolutely without ap.. 
pzale tothe bigher court)but re- 
ferres all things within himſeclfe 
to the rightcous judgment of God 
through the interceſſion of Jeſus 


Of Prejudices againſt 
godlineſs, 
J*s a great ſtumbling-blocke to 


ingenious men thar religion (7 
meane the full power thereof) 
lceemcs to them to deſtroy mo- 
deſty, 


— 
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deſty, and other principles of na- 
eure, and of educationa ſecond 
nature, and / am perſwaded 'tis 
this that makes ſome mep but 
partiall Chriſtians . Thar Chri- 
ſtianity and the power of godlineſſe 


| ſuffers undeſervedly hercin I 


make not the leaſt queſtion. 
Were I codcliver the moſt ex_ 
act rules of humble modeſt beha- 
viour, I ſhould pick them out of 
the ſacred preceps: or were I to 
preſcribe an abſolute patrerne of 
ſuch carriage and expreſſions, I 
ſhould take them from no other 
place than the ſacred hiſtories. 
Let a man but reade the ſpecches 
of Abigail, of Hanna, of Mephibs- 
ſberh and diverſe other haly per- 
ſons;and if he be nor ſticken inco 
admiration, I ſhall pronounce 
bum incapible of any noble im- 
prefſions ot humanity, as well as 
of devotion. Saint Paul delivers it 
H 3 for 
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for a rule, that we ſhould nor give 
offence to chem without,and practiſed 
it himſelfe i» becoming all thines 
to all men,that he might gaine ſome. 
Certainly then he had no moroſe 
humour within him which he 
would compell other men to ſub- 
mit to,no intemperance of Spirit 
which he would have accounted 
zcale: yea, we reade with whata 
noble appellation he anſwered 


Felw,(who accuſed him bur of | 


madneſſe) that he ſpake the 
words of ſobriety,as well as truth. 
Notwithſtanding all this, the 
ground of the former charge a- 
eainſt religion ſeem's ſpecious 
and obvious. Some men miſin- 
rerpret the Apoſtles juz or 
boldneſſe of ſpeech, and take that for 
a ſufficient warrant for indecen- 
cies, and ill manners. Others 
thinke it a crime to be modeſt in 


matters of religious concernment; | 


whereas, 
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whereas, if they would conſider St 
Paalsbehaviour towards his Coriz- 
thians Epe2.10,11,12)they might 
find it much advantagious, and 
beſides confidence,io mattes that 
require it, takes moſt when ir 
holds a combat, and ſeems ſome. 
times to give the upper hand to 


baſhfulnefſe. Another thing that 


ſets forward this prejudice is,that 
(by I know not what hard hap} 
the vulgar ſort take them for 
the moſt genuine Chriſtians, who 
ſeem moſt to have baniſhed ſuch 
ingenuous principles; and thinke 
thoſe men nor zealous enough 
for the trueth, or too much regar- 
ding their owne reputations, 
who uſe ceffions, apologies, ang 
excuſes, all which wcll managed 
Chriſtianity will allow of with. 
out a taint of vainz oftentation, 
We neede not dwell long on 
this ſubjet,now the generality of 


H 4 met 


: R_ 
men of the higher ranke ſce a 
greater ivalue on this orng. 
ment, thin'on the ſubſtance of 
Chriſtianity ir ſelte- Ler us re- 
member therefore that we im- 
proove not matters of conveni-* 
ence into matters of higheſt ne- 
ceſlity ; & lo conſequently more 
accuſea failure or defeR in them 
_ thanindire& honeſty and integri. 
ty of life, as is the faſhion of roo 
many now adaies,who much glo- 
ry in their good breeding. Bur 
certainly, fince Chriſtian /ove co- 
vers 4 multitnde of fins, if ſuch 
men had but a reaſonable mea- 
ſure of rhat temper, they would 
not beſo far provoked by a ſmall 
inciviliry, or indiſcretion which 
the party who commits pethaps 
wants, but accommodations to 
diſcover in himſelfe,and ſo to re 
forme them. 

of 
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Of Set Former and extempoe 
rary Prayer, 


] Am not yet fully ſatiſfied whe- 
cher the danger be greatcr of 
making prayer a meer /ip-labour 
by the uſe of ſet forms,or a meer 
braine-lsbour the cextemporary 
way. *'Tis undoubtedlytrue, thar 
| the whole heart, yeathe whole mi 
| | oughrto be laid out in that Ange- 
licall ſervice, and almoſt as 
ſtrongly atteſted by experience, 
that which way ſoever we ma- 
nage our devotions, there will 
multitudes of vanities and imper- 
fcRions attend them, I am ſure 
that eminency of grace conſiſts 
not in any art of invention'; and 
doubt not butaplaine Ruſtick 
(whoſe thoughts one would think 
are confined to a narrow com- 
paſſe} may as. ſweetly __ 
Wit 
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with God in a few common 
words, as afublimer Chriſtian in 
elaborate meditations. What ever 
high diſpenſarions men pretend, 
they ſeem to me to have but fri- 
ped ſoules, who need the heat of 
invention to warme them, and 
in the ſame forme cannat attaine 
unto variety of thoughts. 7 have 
often diſerned deeper matter in 
the ſame words; and I thanke 
God, can pray them unto him 
morning, and evening, and night- 
time, without flatneſſe many 
times,and ſometimes with tears: 
and after a thouſand repetitions 
enjoy new affe@ions in. my 
ſtrange expreſſions, and am aſſu- 
red I have not yet attained the 
urmoſt they may ſignify. dare 
not tempt God {o.far as wholy to 
truſt to ſuddaine injeftions: 'nor 
can I fſcruple the making uſe of 
luch helps as iny experience tells 
me 


- 


—_ 


(107) 

me God hath {anQified to my 
w-aknefle. Yet diverſe times my 
ſoule breaks out unexpeRedly 
into new matter and words too, 
and if I ſhould deny them vent my 
hears would barſt, Alſo, 1cannot 
thinke that 7 am raſh with my lips 
inſodoing. Nay rather, I will 
praiſe the Lord,as he enables me, 
both with my o/d4 and with my 


_ wew ſongs, who is worthy every 


way to be magnified. 
The ( oncluſon. 


J Shall here ſtoppe my pen, for 
I doubt my reader may thinke 
what is paſt more thanenough of 


ſuch dough-baked confiderati- 


ons. Thoſe that remaine I ſhall 
kecpeby me till I perceive how 
theſe are digeſted, 
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The Publiſher to the Reader, - 


. The Author acknowle@ges he 


might have rank'd theſe obſcr- 
vations ina better.order, had his 
owne occaſions and my impor- 

cunity to have them Printed a- 


oainſt 


* 
i PO UTE LE USEEY CE" Sap: ac ou ſtr coomdthos 


painſt this time allowed him the 
ful liberty of his ſecond thoughts: 
had it not been for this alſo, he 
perlwades himſelfe he ſhould 
have licked theſe Bear's whelps 
(lo he tiles them) into a ſome- 


what better ſhape, 
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Drops A Myrrbe, 


MEDI TAT LONS> 


AND 


PRAYTEKS, 


Fitted to divers of the pre- 
ceding Arguments. 


2s 


oy 


0 Lord wiy ſtrengthgbe not ſilent unto me 
> if thou make as though thou beareſt me not, 
become like them that 20 down ite the pit, 


<Q Pſal.28.1. 
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2 My Beloved % gone down i into bis garden, to - 
<I> the beds of Spices, te feed in the garden,aud to; © Gu 
YO _ the Lilles.. 
<YS 1 am my beloveds, and my beloved is mine; I G> 

be ftedeth among the Lillies,Cantic. 6.2,3. Ow = 
_ LONDON, 54. 
FC 2 printed by R. rw. for Rich. Davis in 20. 
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- (NENT: 


The Arguments. 
A Prayer for a diſtrated 
* Church and State. 
2. 4 Prayer for the Spirit of 
moderation and diſcerning. 
3. A Meditation and Prayer 
concerning the perfeftion of 
Gods Word. | 

4. The hopeful Soul's conflit 
between extremities. 

i $5. The. bumble Soul's Agony 
with natural pride. 

6. The mertified Chriftian 
tolling. his own knell. 

7. The deliver d Sout's It- 


——— WW} 


bilee. 
8. The Avthors concluding 
| oote for himſelf and the 


Reader. 
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Az An 


An Advertiſement to 
the Reaprs. 


_ there are abundance 
of excellent forms.of Medi- 
rations and prayers for all oc- 
caſions already in Print, and 
rhe generality of men now,with 
Saul's Army, chooſe rather ro 
faſt and faint, chen fave ſuch 
honey from dropping on the 
ground (which probably, if 
raſted, mighr illuminate the 
eyes,) I ſhall nor add much of 
this nature (as namely particu- 
lar Forms of confeſhon & humi- 
liarion,of ſupplications 8 inter- 
ceſſion & thanſgivings;)but only 
ſome few Portions excerpt or 
enlarged from my own private 
Devotions, which I thought 
moſt pertinent to ſome of rhe 
matters foregoing. God ſan- 
ific them ro the humble 
Readers uſe. _ 


— (1) 
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For a diſtracted 


CAuRcH and STATE. 


Prayer I. 


()7 Lord .God, the great and 
terrible, that ruleſt heaven 
and earth, that putteſt down one, 
and ſetteſt up another, and none 
m4) ſay unto thee, what doſt thou ? 
Look down from the hibitation of 
thy holineſs, and thy glory, and be- 
hold with an eye of pity this wretch- 
ed Nation. O Lord, things are now 
at that paſs,that we know not which 
way to look ,, Our eyes are up unto 
thee, merciful God , ſave or we pe- 
riſh! Let net the oppreſsions and 
cal amities that have already befaln 
us ſeem ſmall in the eyes of thy 
compaſſion, though we confeſs thou 
EI haſt 


(2) 
haſt puniſhed us much leſs then our 
inzyuities. deſerve : But for thy 
mercy (ſake , which i over all thy 
works, for thy ſons ſake, who 
taketh away the ſins of world, let 
it be enough : Let there be no more 
(uch terrible ſhakings , and earth- 
quakes among us : Let the prayers 
of thy ſmall remnant more prevail 
with thee for pardon and mercies, 
then the abominations of wicked 
men and hypocrites for judgement, 
and vengeance. Santiifie thy bit- 
ter providences to ſuch as it hath 


pleaſed thee 10 af flif# and debaſe : 


' Give them ſubmiſs patience under 
thy all-raling-hand, and a joyful 


harveſt from their ſorrows, even - 


#f it be thywtill in the life if other- 
wiſe, in the next : and however 
thou diſpoſeſt (O thou moſt Juſt 
and maſt Wiſe) of particalar per- 
ſons, and intereſts; yet let the 
intereſs of thy Goſpel be advanced, 
=... DD a T0 
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and comforted, and the patient ex- 
pedtation of the humbled and in- 
Jured ſatisfied. Ariſe 0h Loyd ! 
let not man prevail, Thou who 
fitteſt between the Cherubims ſhew 
thy ſelf. Shew thy ſelf a Defender 
of the innocent ,One that humbleth 
theſe that exalt themſelves, that 
taketh the crafty in his devices,and 
maketh the hypocrite a terror to 
himſelf. Lord God of: Hoaſts ! Let 
net them have occaſion to ſay with 
their mouth, or in their heart. that 
thou Ged heareft not , or ſeeſt not ; 
er that thou God haſs forſaken the 
Earth. Let a Book of Remembrance 


_ bewrittes for thoſe that fear thee, 


and yet ſpeak often for thy truth 
and put up into thy bottle every 
tear ſhed by thoſe, whom it pitieth 
to ſee our Lion thus in the duſt. 
Return Oh. Lord! how long ſtoppeſt 
thow thy ears and wilt not hear thy 

A4 | people 
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the hearts of thy people eſtabliſhed 
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| (4) 
people pray? Be pleaſed for thy 


Land a praiſe in the Earth, an 
holy Church, ana a Religious 
proſperous State. Take away 
from amidſt us the ſpirit of de- 
luſion and ftrife , and hatred, and 
hypocrifie ; and pour ont a Spirit 
of love, of equity, and of truth : 
Remove every ſkumbling-block and 
rock of offence,cvery galling thoyn, 
and pricking briar to the ſpirits of 
ſuch as deſire to fear thy name : 
and make-the way of the Lord ſo 
plain in the Land, that the wai- 
faring man, though a fool,may not 
err therein. And cauſe all of us, 
however at preſent unhappily de- 
wviaed, yet at length with unant- 
moas hearts to ſay; Not any of.our 
wills, butthe will of our Lord be 
done, Amen. 


For 


Sons {ake,yet at length to make this ' 


— 


(5) 


For the Spirit of moderation 
and diſcerning. 


O*” Lord,the Father of Lights Pray.2. 


and fountain of Wiſdom ! 
Into how many parties and in- 
tereſts are thoſe that profeſs thy 
name deviaed ? How many lay 
claim to thy trath , that in the 


ſame particulars contradidt each 


other ? And how many colours are 
found out to wake each pretence 
ſeem probable ? How difficult i it 
to determine which t«& right ? how 
uncomfortable to hover between 
uncertainties ? how dangerous to 
reſolve as a raſh adventure ? Oh 
Lord, thy unworthy Servant hayh 
4 long time ſadly conſiderettheſe 
premiſes; and amidſt thoſe floods 
of doubts and controverſies which 
now cover the face of thy Charch, 
can ſcarce (with Noah's Dove) 
 finae 


(6) 


finde one dry place whereon to reſt 


ht foot : 0h my God, I betake my 


ſelf tro the Ark, my refuge : My. 


eys are up unto thee, Thou haſt 
bid thoſe who want wiſdom to 
ask of thee, who giveſt liberally, 
and npbraideſt no man : FYouck- 
ſafe me 1 beſeech thee for thy 
Sons ſake a (hare inthat thy pro- 
wiſe,That thy Spirit ſhall lead me 
znto all truth. Give me adiſcern- 
ing ſpirit, that 1 may diſcern be- 
tween things that differ,and a ſt a- 
ble minde,with a ſettled judgement, 
that 1 may not be toſs'd about with 
every wind of dettrine, but let my 
ſenſes be ſo exercis'd, that I may 
prove all things, and firmly hold 
whatſoever # good : And becauſe 
knowledge puffeth np , but leve 
edifieth, joyn humility and charity 
with my knowledge,and effectual- 
. by bow my heart to do thy will, and 
then thy promiſe s, That 1 ſhall 
| | know 


Th 


4 
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= 7 | 
know it, Furthermore, O Lord, be- 


cauſe of all thy attributes,thou com- 
mendeft none more to our imita- 
$0 then theſe of love & milaneſs, 
grant O Lord, that 1 may not de- 
ceive my ſelf, and think it apiece 
of Religion to be bitter againſt my 
Brethren , but make me to ſtudy 
and prattiſe that wiſdom which 
is firſt pure,then peaceable,gentle, 


| and eaſie tobe entreated , full of 


mercy, and good fruits , without 


partzality and hypocrifie. O Lord, 


grant me my requeſt for thy Sons 
ſake. Amen. | 


D———— 


Meditation and Prayer con- 
cerning the Word of God. 


JT ow poſer & thy Law,o Pp 
KGod, which converteth ſouls ; 
Thy Teſtimonies , O Lord, which 
make the wiſe ſimple, how ſure are 
they? Thy 


ray. 3 


($8) 
Thy Statntes are pure , 'and re- 
joyce the heart; Thy Commana- 
ment i pure, and enlightens the 
eYes. 
Thy Word « quick ind power- 


fal , ſharper then any two-edged 


ſword, piercing even to the devi- 
ding aſunder of ſoul and ſpirit. 
Let others ſeek for grounds to 
believe the Scriptures, thy inſþira- 
tions Thus ſatufyeth me,that none 
could (o lay open the inmo## ſecrets 
. of the heart, but thou alone who 
onely knoweſt it. | 
0 Lord, 1 many times think that 
in reading other books, 1 have diſ- 
covered myſteries, and yet up- 
an review of thine, 1 ſee the 
ſame things there ,, and oh how 
much clearer ! 
oftentimes, O Lord, 1 meet 
with thinzs both within me and 
without, which when 1 ſeth to 
know, they are too-painful for me : 
antil 


_ 
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(9) * 
antil\'1 flie ants this thy ſanitua- 
79, and then 1 underſtand them. 

'O Lord, 1 have ſeen an end 
of all perfetion , but thy Coms- 
manaments are exceeding broad. 

' Tothy Law, and to thy Teſti- 


monies let all men have recourſe; 


They that ſpeak not according to 
this word, have no light in 
them. 2 ; 

Behold all they that kindle 
fires, and compaſs themſelves 
about with therr own ſparks ;; 
Though they walk never ſo pre- 
ſunprnouſly and pleaſantly in the 
fire, and the ſparks they have 
kindled , yet this (hall they have 
at thy hand, they [hall lie down in 
ſorrow, 

As for me, O Lord, I am a 
firanger upon Earth, oh hide not 
thy Commandment from me. 

Suffer me not to chooſe unto 
my ſelf any of theſe blind guides 

| my 


Pray. 4: 


(10) 
my Vain minde or. ſubtile adver- 
ſary would accommodate me with; 
Lord whither ſhould 1 go from 
thee? Thou haſt the words of 
eternal life. 

Let thy word be a Lamp to my 
feet, ns 4 light unto mypath ; 
Let thy Statutes be my Song in the 
houſe of my Pilgrimage. 

Grant that here beholding thy 


| glory in this glaſs, when 1 awake 


up, 1 may be ſatisfied with thine 
Image. Q 


The hopeful Souls confli& be- 
tween ExXtremities. 


of fer thy Servant,0 Lord, who 

is but duſt and aſhes , thus to 

 expoſtulare ar thee inthe bitter- 

neſs of his Soul. 

Lord, what a riddle, and 4 

wonder am 1 th my felf ! How 
| many 


= * 
many characters read 1 in my 
heart , which 1 underſtand not + 
aud how many ſee 1 there, which 
I cannot read t | 

How oft ams 1 in 4 erat ſtraight, 
my Soul being dejeited , and my 
Spirit confounded within me? 
how oft \am 1 at a toſs, and know 
not what to think of my ſelf ? 

One while 1 finde my Soul ſome- 
what confident in thee , and am 
ready to ſay, 1 ſhall never greatly 
be moved, Thou Lord. of thy 
gooaneſs ſeemeſt to have made my 
hill ſo ſtrong. 

Anon, thou but hideſs thy 
face, and oh how am 1troabled ! 

One while my fingers ſeem to 
arop Myrrhe in following after 
thee; and ere 1 am aware, my 
Soul carryeth me like the Chariots 
of Ammi-nadab. 

Anon, all my Wheels are taken 
off, and 1 finde nor foot, or heart, 
F0 


(12) 
t6 draw or move toward thee. 

One while 1 can with joy and 
cheerfulneſs look into the Holy of 
Holies , through the wail of thy 
Sons flelbs 

Amon, with the Publican,1 dare 
not ſo much as lift up my eyes unto 


heaven , and ſay, 1 am deſervedly 


caſt ont of thy ſight. 

One while 1 think the high 
holds of my heart levell'd to the 
foot of Chriſt, and the way of the 
Lord prepar d in my Sonl. 

A while after, 1ſeem to deſcry 
Mountains yet unremov'd, | 

Now 1 perſwade my_ ſelf thox 
haſt in good meaſure caſt my heart 
into the mold of | Chriſtianity , 


Anon, cry out, oh in how little 


am I- a Chriſtian ! ' © F 
1 one while langh at my weak- 
neſſes, follies and miſtakes , to con- 


fider how odaly, and ftranzely 1 


after 


cheat-and deceiue my ſelf ; ſoow 


— 
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parts, and ig ufy hidden part make 


(13) 
after 1 am aſtoniſh d and confound- 
ed at fouley difcoveries; and when 
again , in hopes of thy pardoning 
and ſubduing my corruptions,1 ſay 
return unto thy reſt o my Soul, and 
yet 1 keep net long there, 

Every day new wonders appear 
within me , and 1 know 1 am far 
ftill from ſeeing to the bottom of 
my heart; 

Lord, all things are naked and 
bare before thee; thow under- 
ftandeſt my thoughts afar off - 
thou knoweſt my fooliſhneſs, and } 
one of my ſins are hid from thee: 

Lord, thouzh 1 know not what 
I am , yet 1 know thou canſt make 
me. what thou wilt: 


= "Search me,o God, try my hears 


and my reins, ſuffer not any way of 
wickedneſs to remain with me, but 


gnide me in the way everlaſting. 


Work truth in my inward 


me 


(14) _ 
me to nnderſtand Wiſdom. 


+ 0 let. my heart be ſound in 


Pray. 5. - 


thy Statutes, that I be nt a- 
ſhamed. 


—_— 


The humble Soul's Agony 
wich natural Pride. 


'Q, Lord God of Hoaſts, the 


terrible, and Omnipotent ; 
thou ſetteſt thy ſelf in battel-array 
againſt the proud. 


- How ſhall I approach thy pre- 


ſence with a proud heart, when 
the Mediator between thee. and 
man admits none to him, but the 
humble and l:wly ? 

Tet , oh meek feſw! amoneſt 


them certainly thou inviteſt thoſe 


\ that are ſenſible of, that are 


©> 


and deſire to be hawbl. 


heavie laden with their pride, 


Holy 


——— ah. 
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(15) 
Father ! thy poor crea» 
ture hath all the cauſes in the 
world to be humble ,. whether 1 
reſpett thee above, or hell beneath, 
or the weakneſſes of body and mind 
in my ſelf, or withoat me,the emi- 
nent gifts thou haſt befowed upon 
others, of the leaſt of which 1 am 
not as uncaple as unworthy. 
Tet O Lord, none of theſe con- 
frderations will prevail on my cor- 
rupt perverſe treacherous heart, 
without thy bleſiing, without thou 
ſet them home upon me. © | 
Thou canſt level the Moun- 
tains, and bring down the high 
and lofty , and make the rough 


| ſmooth, and the crooked ſtraight ; 


Thy ſmalleſt breath can rend the 
C edar Up | | | 

. My ſad experience with my 
natural fears, make ' me almoſt 
deſpair of prevailing againſt this 
corruption; of ever performing 
\,- 4+ B 2 the 


(16) 


the leaſt part of my duty without 


this ta:nt attending tt. 

My God, my whole truſt in 
thee; with thee 1 know all thines 
are both poſs;ble and eaſie. 

1 caſt mv ſpirit into tby hands, 
undertake for me. 

Be ſurety for thy ſervant in 
that which & good , that the proud 
dome no harm, 

Suffer me not to think the pride 
of my heart then mortified, when 
charm'd onely by ſome paſiionate 
reflection , or warm application, 

Suffer me 'not to think it ex- 
tint, when with-drawn onely, or 
hid in ſome corner of my breſt, 

Suffer me not to make terms 
with thu enemy, or conceit I am 
humbl:d, amd be proud in that. 

Rather. oh Lord ! let the Meſe 
ſenger of Satan buffet me, ſo that 
' thy grace be ſufficient for me - 
Rather let him foyl me, ſothat 1 
riſe 


—_— 


_ 2 | 
riſe by my fals, pot through thy 
grace prevail, by being overcome. 

Yet, 0h Lord ! how long ſhall 1 
cry out by reaſon of the oppreſii0n 
of the enemy ? 

I beſeech thee for thy Anointed's 
ſake ( and thou wilt not turn away 
his face) let me not 20 all the day 
long this heavily , whilſt the ene- 
my magnifies himfelf , and tri- 
umphs over me. 

Ariſe, 0 Lord! command de- 
liwverances for me : Attend unto 
my cry, for 1 am brought wery 
low; deliver me from my perſe- 
ſecutor, for he is 100 ſtrong for me. 

Bring my Soul out of priſon, 
that 1 my praiſe thy name, © 
compaſs me about with Songs of 
deliverance. | 

Open my mouth wide with 
thankſgiving, and let my tongue 


fing aloud of thy righteouſneſs. 
B3. The 


Pray.s, 


(18) 


The mortified Chriſtian tolling 
© his own knell. 


Ord ! ſince death ts my paſſage 
£—into thy preſence, why ſuf- 
fereſt thou the thought thereof to 
be terrible unto me 2 The conſs+ 
aeration affrights me more then 
aeath it ſeif. | 

. O Lord, 7 cannot without ſome 
reluttance think, that ſuddenly 1 
fhall ſee man no more upon the face 
of the earth. . 

Danbileſs the light s pleaſant 
to the eyes, and a joyful thing it us 
to behold the Sun, 


The Grave cannot praiſe thee, 


Death cannot celebrate thee, they 
that go down into the pit cannot 
hope for thy truth. 

." The living, the livine , he 
ſhaft praiſe thee, as 1 deſire to do 
this day. | 

oy Con- 
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(19) 
Cowfider 0 Lord, 1 deſire to walk 
before thee in truth, and with a 


" perfedt heart. 


O my God, take me not away in 
the midſt of my dayes ; Thy years 
ave throughout all Generations, 

Haſt thou ſo little work for me 
70 do, that thou allotteft me ſo ſhort 
a time , and bringeſt upon me ſor- 
rows and weakneſſes ſo faſt? | 

Lord, 1 came into the world on 
thy errand, and 1 live onely npon 
thy allowance, I am nos te be my 
own 6arver. 

My God , my goodneſs extend- 
eth not unto thee , thou neeae(s 
neither my ſervice,vor my being ; 
certainly "tis but nature in me,that 
thus affeits to ſerve thee tn life, 
when thou calleſt on me to glorifie 
thee by death. 

Let it abundantly content me, 
O Lord, that whether waking or 


ſleeping, dead or alive, 1 ſhall be 


B 4 al- 


(20) 
always thine , and always live to- 
gether with Chriſt. 

Lord, help me to conſider what 
4 poor derivative thing 1 am, 
what a meer dependant upon thee : 
And let the conſideration of thy 

Majeſty and glory ſwallow up all 
thoſe petty intereſts of my own, 
which 1 create in my (elf, to my 
ſelf 

Help me in every paſſage and 
particular of my life and death, to 
' ſay as 8s right meet, my bounden 
duty ; the will of my Lord be done. 

.0 Lord, let me not dare t0.be 
diſpleaſed at any thing, whatfo- 
ever it be, that is thy pleaſure. 

Suffer me not, though with the 
Jefteſt voyce of my Soul, to interrs- 
gate upon thy proceedings, or to 
whiſper to my ſelf what's the rea- 
ſon the Lord will thus deal with 
me. 


Though thou. ſhoulaft cut off 
like 


| 


| 
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(21) | 

like a Weaver my life , and de- 
prive me of the reſidue of my 
years; Theugh thou ſhouldſt like 
a Lyon, break all my boxes, and 


from day even till night with pi- 


ning ſickneſs and faintneſs make 
an end of me; Tet let me be dumb 
and not open my mouth, becauſe is 
is thy doing. 

Nay, O Lord , opew my mouth 
wide, to ſay, Behold the unprofi- 
table (erwant of the Lord, be it un- 
ro me 45 thou pleaſeſt : Into thy 
hand Lord, I reſign my Body and 
Sonl;, Lord Jeſus receive my 

irits 

Come Lord eſus , come quick- 
ly. Amen. | 


WF” * 
The Jubilee. 


Pray. 7. TY Vows are upon me, O God, 


I will ſing and give thanks. 
Open thow my lips, that my 
mouth may ſhew forth thy praiſe; 
That 1 may extoll thee mith the 
beſt member 1 have, and that my 
tongue may ſing aloud of thy 
righteouſneſs,and of thy goodneſs. 
Why & 1t Lord, that 1 am thus 
ſiraightned towards thee, who art 
ſo enlarged unio mes Why wu it 
that my thankſgivings are uſually 
confin'd to the very enquiry onely 
what 1 ſhall render unto thee for 
all thy benefits towards me ? | 
Bnt O Lord, what can I render 
unto thee, ſince all 1 have & thine? 
Firſt, O Lord, I prayſe thee.that 
thou haſt put it into the heart of 
thy ſervant, thus to aſcribe all 1 
bave unts thee, and thus to give 
ano thee of thine own, 
From 


(23) 
From thy goodneſs,  O Lord, 1 
' have received my being, and e- 
very thing,which maketh it not 4 
burthen and a miſery unto me. 

Thos openeſt the hand of thy li- 
berality, and ſupplieſt all my ne- 
Ceſs1t1es. 
Lord, 7 praiſe thee for the ma- 
ny temporal bleſsings thou haſt 
here afforded me; and yet that 
thou haſt not given me my portion 
 #n thu life,or my good things in it. 
I prayſe thee for thoſe unutter- 

able and _— joys _ thou 
of thy grace haſt prepared for me, 
vw of which Or already 
wrought in me ſome participation 
by hope, through Chriſt, the foun- 
tain of all my good. | 
' Prayſed be thy name for that di- 
' (cipline and method of grace 
which thou art pleaſed to take to 
fit me for that thy Kingdom. 
 Iprayſethee, O Lord, for bring- 
ing 


(24) 
ing. me into the wilderneſs, to 
humble me, to prove me, to know 
what was in my heart , and there 
30 ſpeak comfortable words to me. 

That thou art pleaſed, as a man 
chaſtneth his ſon, ſo to chaſten me; 
70 croſs my will, and fruftrate my 
deſigns,and all to ds me good inthe 
latter end. wh 

1 prayſe thee for corretting me 
in meaſure ; for conſidering how 
frail a creature 1 am, and not ſuf- 
fering my ſpirit quite 10 fail un- 
der.thy hand. 

oh, what ercat troubles and ad- 

werfities haſt thou ſhewed me! and 
yer didft thou turn ard refreſh ame, 


and brougbieft .me fromthe deep of 


Hell again. + 5 
O Lord, thou-kneweſt my Soul in; 
all ber adverſities.: When 1 ſaid, 


was caſt out of thy preſence, yet 


then mert thou neer #1to#76, 41 
-recervedſt my prayer. 
A Tn 


— 


— 


| (25) 
\ Inthe multitude of terrible and 
diſtratting thoughts within me, 
thy comfort, O Lord, through thy 
Sons blood, refreſh'd my Sol. 

1 prayſe thee, O Lord, for the 
long ſtriving of thy Spirit with 
me,whereas thou mighteſt without 
one offer of grace, have left me un- 


10 that Death, which I have more 


than once choſen. 

Lord , thou continually beareſt 
with my evil manners; Thou 
ſpareſt when I deſerve puniſhment, 
and according to thy unſpeakable 
goodneſs , rewardeſt me good for 
evil, | s 

O Lord, 1 daily unde my ſelf, 
and looſe the works thou baſs 


wrought : 1 daily pierce my Soul 


through with poyſoned darts, yet 
thou art my continual help,and my 


6onftant health, . 
How many times do both my 


fleſh and my heart fail me? Tet 


Lord, 


Pray. 8. 


(26) ; 
Lord,thou art alwayes theſtrenzth 
of my heart, and my ppriion for 
ever. | | 
They that follow after lying 
vanities, forſake their own mer- 
pies, 

' But it is good for me to draw 
nigh umo my God ; I have put my 
truſt in thy name, oh thou moſt 
High! | 


The Authors concluding Vote # 
for himſelf and the Reader. 


A -- 


Lord, let the droſs,and the | 

hay and the ſtubble in ths 

book be burnt with fire, but the | 
Author ſav'd at thy great day, q 
| 


throuzh thy Sons blood. 
 Suffer-no Reader to turn that to 
an octaſion of my pear 
toward me, which 1 deſign'd for 
his good. | : 
Suffer 


(a7) 


Suffer no Reader to think 1 


ſought pry ſelf, in that 1 have 
told him ſomewhat that thou haſt 
done for my Sonl. 

Grant alſo, that none may think 
of me beyond what with jndict- 
ous aud charitable eyes and ears 
he heareth of me, or ſeeth in 
me; And Loyd, thou knoweſt 1 
have not the leaſt cauſe to be 
proud of that . 


_— as 
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